
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 
 
 
The Right Reverend Charles G. vonRosenberg, 
Individually and in his capacity as Provisional 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
Diocese of South Carolina,  
 
                                          Plaintiff, 
 
v. 
 
The Right Reverend Mark J. Lawrence and John 
Does numbers 1-10, being fictitious defendants 
whose names presently are unknown to Plaintiff 
and will be added by amendment when 
ascertained. 
 
                                         Defendants. 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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) 
)
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 

 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER: 

2:13-cv-00587-CWH 
 

 
MOTION TO DISMISS OR 

IN THE ALTERNATIVE TO 
ABSTAIN OR STAY 

PROCEEDINGS 
 

 
 

The undersigned counsel for the Defendant, Mark J. Lawrence, respectfully move this 

Court for a dismissal of this action or in the alternative for the Court to abstain from exercising 

jurisdiction and/or for a stay of these proceedings pursuant to the provisions of Rule 12(b)(1) and 

12(b)(6), Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, the Anti-Injunction Act (28 U.S.C. § 2283), the 

federal declaratory judgment, Younger and Colorado River abstention doctrines.  In support of 

their Motion, the Defendant incorporates herein his Memorandum in Support. 

March 28, 2013 
 
 
 
 

-signature to follow- 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
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By: /s/ Howell V. Bellamy, Jr.  By: /s/ C. Alan Runyan 
Howell V. Bellamy, Jr., Esq.  C. Alan Runyan, Esq. 
THE BELLAMY LAW FIRM Andrew S. Platte, Esq. 
1000 29th Avenue SPEIGHTS & RUNYAN 
North Myrtle Beach, SC  29577 2015 Boundary Street, Suite 239 
(843) 448-2400 Beaufort, SC  29902 
 (803) 943-4444 
 
 Henrietta U. Golding, Esq. 
 McNAIR LAW FIRM 
 P.O. Box 336 
 Myrtle Beach, SC  29578 
 (843) 444-1107 
 
 Charles H. Williams, Esq. 
 WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS 
 P.O. Box 1084 
 Orangeburg, SC  29116-1084 
 (803) 534-5218 
 
 David Cox, Esq. 
 WOMBLE, CARLYLE, SANDRIDGE 
 & RICE, LLP. 
 P.O. Box 999 
 Charleston, SC  29402 
 (843) 722-3400 
 
 Thomas C. Davis, Esq. 
 HARVEY & BATTEY, PA 
 1001 Craven Street 
 Beaufort, SC  29901 
 (843) 524-3109 
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