
Mark Joseph Lawrence, Bishop of South Carolina, XIV

The Body Visible 
and Invisible

On January 26, at a festive service 
in the Cathedral of Saint Luke 
and Saint Paul in Charleston, 

Mark Joseph Lawrence was consecrated 
the 14th Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese 
of South Carolina. “We thank you and 

By the Rev. Canon Dr. Kendall S. Harmon

By Th e Very Rev. William N. McKeachie 
Dean of South Carolina,
Chairman, Consecration Committee

Allison for your strength and persever-
ance,” said Alden Hathaway, retired 
Bishop of Pittsburgh and preacher for 
the service.  “You inspire us and give 
us hope.” Joined by their fi ve children 
and six grandchildren, the Lawrences 

were greeted with 
a thunderous and 
lengthy standing 
ovation by the 
diocese who had 
e l e c t e d  Ma r k 
twice over the last 
two years. 
  Asked what 
most struck him 
by the service, the 
Rev. Dow Sand-
erson, rector of 
Church of the 
Holy Commu-
nion in Charles-
ton, said: “I was 
most encouraged 
by the joyful op-
t imism of  the 
people who were 

there, the belief that there is a glorious 
gospel to proclaim and that we have a 
faithful bishop who is going to stand fast 
in spite of the circumstances in order 
to enable us to proclaim it in word and 
deed.”
 Father Lawrence was born in Ba-
kersfi eld, California, on March 19, 1950. 
He was educated at California State 
University, Bakersfi eld (BA, 1976) and 
Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry 
(M. Div. 1980). He has ministered at 
Church of the Holy Family, Fresno, 
California (1980), Saint Mark’s, Shaft er, 
California (1981-1984), Saint Stephen’s, 
McKeesport, Pennsylvania (1984-1997), 
and Saint Paul’s, Bakersfi eld, California 
(1997-2007). Known for being a dedi-
cated pastor-teacher, Mark also served, 

among many other capacities, as a mem-
ber of the Commission on Ministry, the 
Standing Committee, and the Board of 
Examining Chaplains, the latter of which 
he chaired. He also served as a deputy 
to the General Conventions of 2003 and 
2006.
 Mark has been married to Allison 
Kathleen Taylor since 1973. Th ey have 
fi ve children: Chadwick (33), married to 
Wendy; they have three children, Esther, 
Sarah, and Sydney; Adelia (30), married 
to Stephen Matson; they have three chil-
dren, Natalie, Tobias and Macy; Emily 
(24), married to Jacob Jeff eris; Joseph 

(23), married to Joette, who is expecting 
her fi rst child this summer, and Chelsea 
(19).
 Chief consecrator for the service 
was E. Clift on Daniel, Bishop of East 
Carolina and president of the Fourth 
Province. He was assisted by Edward L. 

Salmon, 13th Bishop of South Carolina; 
C. FitzSimons Allison, 12th bishop of 
South Carolina; Michael Scott-Joynt, 
Bishop of Winchester, England; Keith 
Ackerman, Bishop of Quincy; and Julio 
Holguin Khoury, Bishop of Dominican 
Republic.
 Among distinguished foreign visitors 
in addition to two of the co-conscecra-
tors were Benjamin Kwashi, Archbishop 
of Jos, Nigeria, and Anthony Burton, 
Bishop of Saskatchewan, Canada.
 Dean William McKeachie, who 
hosted the service, said, “With all that 
Mark Lawrence has been put though 

in the process of two elections and the 
ensuing confi rmations, it seems that he 
has become more holy, happy, healthy, 
and good-humored than ever before.”

Th e Rev. Tommy Allen discusses plans for the future with 
parishioner, Ron Flowers.

Through all the trials and tribu-
lations of the last eighteen 
months in the life of our Dio-
cese, the wider church, and the 

on-again, off -again, on-again process of 
Mark Lawrence’s “double election” to 
be our Bishop – a time of passion and 
patience, sometimes freely embraced, 
sometimes unavoidable – the truth about 
the Church of Christ that kept recur-
ring to me was an observation made 
by the late Eric Symes Abbott, Dean of 
Westminster, in the 1960s and one of my 
mentors in the Faith: “Whenever I look 
at the Church as the Body Visible, I see 
always the Body Broken, never the Body 
unscathed.”
 Mark Lawrence himself is wont to 
quote another favorite Dean of mine, 
John Donne of “old” St. Paul’s Cathedral: 
“Whom the Lord would raise up, He fi rst 
throws down.” But what a resurrection! 
Th anks to the crucifi ed and risen Lord 
Himself and His Spirit’s over-ruling of 
all things done and left  undone by me 
in preparation for Consecration Day, 
the Kingdom of God shone through the 
brokenness, human and ecclesiastical, of 
the Body Visible on Saturday, January 26, 
in the Holy City’s Cathedral Church of 
St. Luke and St. Paul.

Many to Thank

 There are so many people of the 
Diocese to thank for myriad things, 
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Seven-and-a-half years are a long 
time to be out of your main church 
building. It’s also a long time to be 

without a full-time rector, but that was 
the reality for the parishioners of Holy 
Cross, Stateburg.  Severe termite dam-
age, discovered in 2000, rendered their 
historic building unusable.  Th at same 
year their rector left , and the church was 
assigned an interim rector.  
  As the “interim” period stretched 
into years, Bishop Salmon called the 
vestry to get serious about ministry.  He 
urged them to step out in faith, look for 
a full-time rector and purchase a rectory.  
(Th ey had sold their dilapidated rectory 
a few years prior.) 
  Funds were available to cover a 
rector’s salary for two years.  During 
the interim period they had been able 

to put money away.  
However they still 
were hesitant.  With 
the building in severe 
disrepair, how could 
they spend funds on 
anything other than 
facilities?

Heeding the 
Bishop’s Call
 Yet, in September 
2007, they heeded the 
Bishop’s words and 
called The Reverend 
Tommy Allen to be 
their full-time Rector.  
When Tommy joined 

Termites and Trusting God
Holy Cross, Stateburg, “Gets Serious about Ministry,” 
Receives $1.5 Million in Anonymous Gift; $250,000 Grant 

By Joy Hunter
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the parish, he and his wife, Kimberly, 
moved into a newly purchased rectory.   
 “When I came in September, I knew it 
was going to be a challenge,” said Allen.  
“Th e parish chapel, where we currently 
meet, is small and cramped.  After a 
couple of nights of tossing and turning 
in bed, the Lord had to teach me to let it 
go.”  
 Bishop Salmon also 
reminded Allen to fo-
cus on pastoring and 
teaching.  “Th is com-
munity is growing,” 
Allen said.   “Th ere are 
plenty of opportunities 
for ministry.”  In addi-
tion to Shaw Air Force 
base, just two miles 
away, the Th ird Army 
US Headquarters is 
planning to move be-
tween five and eight 
thousand people to the 
area in the next two to 
three years.
 Allen found it a 
stretch, but he focused, 
as the Bishop suggested, on pastoring 
and teaching, and he cast a vision for 
ministry.  “I’ve always believed that if 
you have strong biblical teaching and 
preaching, traditional liturgy, and a 
genuine love for those you serve, there 
is no better recipe,” Allen said. 
 Th e week prior to Th anksgiving, Al-
len received a phone call from someone 
asking to meet him to discuss a fi nan-
cial donation.  They agreed to meet 
the Wednesday prior to Th anksgiving. 
Following the phone call, Allen received 
an engineering report that said their 

building was in need of “immediate 
shoring up” or the roof would collapse.  
“I already knew what it was going to cost 
to have the building restored,” said Allen.  
“Th is would be an additional $30,000 
- $50,000.”
 The vestry was scheduled to meet 
the next Tuesday and, after praying 
about it, Tommy felt led to speak about 

making the incarnation 
relevant to how church 
business is conducted.  
“Jesus Christ came here in 
the fl esh,” said Allen.  “He 
takes material matters 
seriously.  And we need 
to, too.  I told them that 
it was our obligation to 
take care of the building.  
‘You can disagree,’ I said, 
‘but it’s important for all 
of us to be unifi ed and on 
the same page. We need to 
shore up the building and 
make plans to expand our 
already existing chapel so 
we can grow and get back 
in our sanctuary.’”

 “When we took a vote, everyone’s 
hand went up,” said Allen.  “You could 
actually feel the Holy Spirit moving.  It 
was as though a wind blew right through 
the room.”
 “Th e parishioners of Holy Cross were 
determined to keep this ministry alive,” 
said Allen.  Th ey were ready for some-
thing to happen.”
 Something did happen.  Th e very next 
day Allen was handed a check for $1.5 
million.  To say the least, it was much 
more than he expected.  “I had thought 
we might receive $10,000 - $15,000,” 

Severe termite damage has kept the parishioners of Holy 
Cross, Stateburg, out of their historic church building for 7 
1/2 years so far.  Stepping out in faith, they hired the Rev. 
Tommy Allen to be their rector, in September, 2007.   

said Allen, “something 
we could use to off set 
the cost of the new 
landscaping at the rec-
tory.” 
 Instead, the gift  will 
enable Holy Cross to 
repair the damaged 
trusses, pay off the 
mortgage on the new 
rectory, set aside funds 
for ministry expansion 
and get them back into 
their sanctuary.  In 
addition, the church 
received a $250,000 
grant  through SC 
Senator Jim DeMint’s 
offi  ce from America’s 
Treasures.  “Th at pro-
gram has to do with 
valuing and restoring 
buildings that are part 
of America’s rich his-
tory,” said Allen. Th e 
Vestry’s goal is to re-
store the sanctuary to 
its original condition.
 “Th e moral of this 
story is profound,” says 
Allen.  “The church 
has to decide to step 
out and engage the cul-
ture with the gospel.  
Th is was a movement 
of the Holy Spirit.   Th e 
donor saw what was 
going on here, the en-
thusiasm and excitement and wanted to 
share in the vision.  I could tell things 
were going to happen. I just didn’t think 
it would be this soon.  We’re baptizing 

people.  We’ve got weddings scheduled. 
Our youth ministry is starting: God is on 
the move.”  

Prayers for power in preaching.  From left , Marshall Huey and 
Ken Weldon lay hands on Rob Sturdy before Rob preaches at 
the Convention.  
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“The moral of
this story is

profound, says 
Allen.  “The

church has to
decide to step out

and engage the
culture with
the gospel.”

I can’t imagine a more exciting time 
to be a Christian, to be a Bishop,” 
proclaimed Bishop Salmon dur-
ing his message to the 217th 
Diocesan Convention, January 25, 

2008.  “Th e opportunities set before us 
are simply stunning.”  Th ough he didn’t 
suger-coat our circumstances, saying,  
“Th ere is anxiety in the church and it 
aff ects everything we do,” he stressed that 
“circumstances don’t change the Gospel 

message,” and “we need to be about our 
Gospel mission.” 
 Overheard during the gathering of the 
clergy prior to the procession was, “How 
did Rob Sturdy get to be the preacher 
today?”  Bishop Salmon answered that 
when he explained that Rob, 26, is “our 
youngest and newest rector.” 
  “When the vestry (of Trinity Church, 
Myrtle Beach) asked if they could call 
Rob as their Rector I said, ‘Not on your 
life!’”  But the Bishop, in his own words, 
was “stunned” by the aff ect the 26-year 
old had on a parish of  “old time” Episco-
palians, ministering also among  bikers 

Hope for the Future; 217th  Annual Diocesan Convention 
By Joy Hunter

and prostitutes. “Rob,” the Bishop said, 
“demonstrated a Gospel power.”  Th e 
vestry approached Bishop Salmon again, 
“Th ey said, ‘May we call him?’ and  I said, 
‘Yes.’”  
 “We have a lot of young leadership in 
a lot of places,” said Bishop Salmon, call-
ing this a sign of “hope” for our future. 
 Father Sturdy spoke powerfully 
on Christ’s forgiveness, stressing that 
“Christ came into the world to save sin-

ners.” 
  When then-
B i s h o p - E l e c t 
Lawrence spoke, 
he stressed, “We 
have nothing to 
offer the world 
but Christ.”  He 
said we’re “chal-
lenged to keep the 
national conflict 
out of our com-
mon life,” but ad-
mitted, “I don’t 
think we can.”  
 “It’s not over yet.  
We’re not as pow-
erless as many 
think we are,” he 
said.  We’re called  
“not to husband a 
little fl ame against 
the encroaching 

darkness, but to light torches for Christ.”  
“If we hold up torches, He’ll raise up 
disciples...” “We have a message to tell 
the world.  We have a message to tell the 
Episcopal Church. And we need to give 
it a loud, blasting hearing.”  

Resolution R1 Passed
 Sixteen clergy and four lay delegates 
submitted a resolution disassociating our 
diocese from the affi  liation the Episcopal 
Church has with the Religious Coalition 
for Reproductive Choice (RCRC.)   Th e 
resolution passed on a voice vote.  

Election Results 
Diocesan Council-Clergy:  The Rev. 
Robert Sturdy, 3-Yr. Term; The Rev. 
Steve Wood, 3-Yr. Term; Th e Rev. Arthur 
Jenkins, 2-Yr. Term; Th e Rev. Th eodore 
Lewis, 2-Yr. Term

Diocesan Council-Lay: Dorothy Bowen, 
3-Yr. Term; Sue Brunson, 3-Yr. Term; 
Mark Prince, 2-Yr. Term; Joe Easley, 
2-Yr. Term

Standing Committee-Clergy:  Th e Rev. 
Anthony Kowbeidu,  3-Yr. Term; Th e 
Rev. Shay Gaillard, 3-Yr. Term; Th e Rev. 
Jeff rey Miller, 2-Yr. Term; Th e Rev. Jennie 
Olbrych, 2-Yr. Term

Standing Committee-Lay:  Lydia Evans, 
3-Yr. Term; Drak Drakeford, 3-Yr. Term; 
William Clarkson, 2-Yr. Term; Jonnie 
Corbett, 2-Yr. Term

Trustees-Lay:  Andy Anderson, 6-Yr. 
Term; Glynn Watson, 6-Yr. Term

Ecclesiastical Court-Clergy:  Th e Rev. 
Ed Kelaher, 3-Yr. Term; Th e Rev. Michael 

Ridgill, 3-Yr. Term; Th e Rev. Hamilton 
Smith, 2-Yr. Term; Th e Rev. Paul Fuener,  
2-Yr. Term; Th e Rev. Marshall Huey, 1-Yr. 
Unexpired Term

Ecclesiastical Court –Lay: Robert Kilgo,  
3-Yr. Term; Frank Kirk, 3-Yr. Term; Me-
lissa Brown, 2-Yr. Term; David Devane,  
2-Yr. Term

Advancement Society: Th e Rev. Patrick 
Allen, 3-Yr. Term; Th e Rev. Beck Coer-
per, 3-Yr. Term; Dick Bilas, 2-Yr. Term; 
Th e Rev. Iain Boyd,  2-Yr. Term

University of the South, Clergy:  Th e 
Rev. John Barr, 3-Yr. Term

General Convention,   Clergy: Th e Very 
Rev. John Burwell; Th e Rev. Dr. Kendall 
Harmon; Th e Rev. Haden McCormick; 
Th e Rev. Steve Wood

General Convention – Lay: J. Reid 
Boylston, III, Lydia Evans, Wade Logan, 
Elizabeth Pennewill



Faith, Stewardship and Strongholds
Parishioners Give $106,000 over Planned Amount in December 2007; 
One Family’s Matching Gift Brings Total to $212,000

By Joy Hunter

The folks at St. Paul’s, Sum-
merville, believed they were 
called to something new.  
Having lived with the old 
model of stewardship with 

its fall campaign, pledges and various 
versions of an every member canvass, 
lengthy prayer and discernment led 
the church to abandon the whole pack-
age.  Instead, the vestry emerged from a 
year-long Sabbath refl ection with a new 
vision for stewardship.  So, beginning in 
the fall of 2006, for the 2007 budget, they 
had no stewardship campaign, no pledge 
cards, no canvas, no reminder notices, 
and no Sunday off ering plates at their 
main service.  

A Whole New 
Stewardship Paradigm

 “We were in a whole new paradigm,” 
says Rector, Mike Lumpkin.  “Th e op-
erative word became, ‘We intend to rely 
upon the Lord’s provision.’  Our task, as a 
staff  and vestry was to pray intentionally, 
regularly and to trust God for his provi-
sion.  Meanwhile, we began a long-term 
project of introducing parish families to 
authentic fi nancial wellness using Bibli-
cally-based fi nancial principles.”
 Unfortunately, at the November 2007 
Vestry meeting they faced a growing 
budget defi cit.  “Our question was, do 
we go back to the parish and ask them to 
help?” asked Lumpkin.  “We felt like that 
would be going back to the old model, 
and we rejected that idea.  Instead we 
stuck with our original plan: faith and 
prayer.”
 Out of that Vestry meeting came the 
idea of creating a prayer card which was 
included in every Sunday bulletin in 

December.  Th ough it didn’t mention 
fi nances directly it did call members to 
off er themselves to God.  In addition, 
the Vestry asked Senior Warden, Scott 
Poelker, to speak to the congregation, not 
about fi nances, but about faithfulness.  
He agreed with the vestry not to mention 
the particular circumstances.  
 Th at service was a turning point ac-
cording to many.  “I was really touched,” 
says parishioner Cathie Diggs.  “I think 
what Scott said made people think.  It 
was all about trusting God, and I believe 
it made people more willing to trust God 
with their fi nances.”  

A Matching Gift Offer 
 Th e same day Scott Poelker spoke, 
a family came to Mike Lumpkin and 
said they believed there was a “spiritual 
stronghold related to generosity” in the 
church.  To counter the stronghold, they 
were willing to match dollar-for-dollar 
any gift  given to St. Paul’s over and above 
what individuals had originally intended.  
Th e only additional stipulation was that 

the gift  be given by Advent IV, December 
23.  Th at left  three Sundays and 15 days 
before the deadline.
 “St. Paul’s Vestry has a Sunday 
luncheon once a month, and it just so 
happened that our  luncheon fell on 
that day,” said Lumpkin.  “Th e news was 
received with great enthusiasm,” he said.   
“One vestry member immediately said, 
‘I’ll commit an additional $1,000 right 
now!’” 
 “I met later with the family to go over 
details,” says Lumpkin.  “Th ey wanted to 
stress that there would be no cap on the 
gift .  I would have thought it would have 
been quite reasonable to put a cap on it, 

but they said, ‘No.  Th is is the way God 
told us to do it.’”
 Th e church sent 
out a parish-wide 
e-mail letting indi-
viduals know about 
the matching chal-
lenge.  It was also 
shared during the 
Sunday services on 
December 16.  
 At the December 
17 vestry meeting it 
was reported that 
21 families had re-
sponded, the parish 
had received $9,500 
as “over and above” 
gifts.  It was also 
reported that the year-to-date deficit 
was $84,000!  “That response was a 
disappointment,” said Lumpkin. “We 
acknowledged that there was a spiritual 
stronghold and we agreed as a Vestry to 
pray harder and more intentionally.”

 By Friday, December 21 the situa-
tion had not changed signifi cantly.  “We 

wondered, again, 
if we needed to do 
more, but often 
messages sent out 
by the church are 
considered guilt 
trips or manipula-
tion, so we didn’t 
say anything,” says 
Lumpkin.

A Turnaround

 Th ough nothing 
more was said to 
the parish family, 
Lumpkin sent an 

e-mail to the vestry on Friday, December 
21 asking the vestry to pray more, crying 
out to the Lord, for the ‘Over and Above 
Challenge,’ as it had come to be named, 

Continued Page 4
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Doar Hall, which opened in 2002 can seat 500.  It is one of three spaces used for worship at St. Paul’s.  Th eir Sunday morning 
9:30 contemporary serivce is held in this building.   

“Anytime a...spirit of 
hoarding, indifference

and apathy exist
in a community,

then you’re dealing
with a spiritual 
stronghold only

God can overthrow.”

Watch it 
online.

Th e family that off ered the matching gift  said they believed St. Paul’s suff ered from 
a spiritual stronghold related to generosity.  “Rather than turning back to our old 
methods of stewardship,” says Rector, Mike Lumpkin, “we turned to prayer.”  
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Thanks to Anglican TV we now can watch The Rt. Rev. Alden Hathaway 
deliver the Consecration sermon; and view the Diocesan Convention 
messages from Bishop Salmon, then Bishop-elect Lawrence and Father 
Rob Sturdy.  Consider making a donation to AnglicanTV.org as a thank you 
gift.    

Visit www.dioceseofsc.org.

Th e Rt. Rev. Alden M.  Hathaway, who preached during the  
Consecration visits with Mark during the Convention.



Over a year ago, the Depart-
ment of Christian Faith 
Formation decided to strate-
gically launch the Visionary 

Parenting DVD series in the churches of 
our diocese.  Th is eff ort has been well 
received, and over 25 churches in our 
diocese have run the program.  Vision-
ary Parenting supports one of our core 
values:  Parents are the primary infl u-
ence of their children and are called by 
God to shape the hearts of their children 
for the Lord.  Th is core value is sup-
ported by numerous scriptures such as 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-7:  “Hear, O Israel: 
Th e LORD our God, the LORD is one.   
Love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength.  Th ese commandments 
that I give you today are to be upon your 
hearts.  Impress them on your children. 
Talk about them when you sit at home 

and when you walk along the road, when 
you lie down and when you get up.”
 Partnering with, encouraging and 
equipping par-
ents in helping 
their children 
grow to know the 
Lord has clearly 
been something 
many churches 
have been lack-
ing, and it has 
been made clear 
that God is call-
ing his people 
back to this mod-
el of discipleship.  
As parents and 
as churches, we 
hold great re-
sponsibility in 
what we do with 
these  bibl ica l 
truths.
 As I have trav-
eled throughout 
our diocese and 
beyond to Pitts-
burg and Texas 

and connected with other groups around 
the country, I’ve seen that God is clearly 

The Awakening Diocese Offering New Program for Men
By Peter Rothermel, Diocesan Director of Christian Faith Formation

“And he will go on before the Lord, in 
the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn 
the hearts of the fathers to their children 
and the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the righteous, to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.”  Luke 1:17

working on family.  A common theme 
emerged when visiting these places:  

For the second consecutive year, 
the St. Andrew’s Episcopal Mis-
sion Church located on High-
way 61, embarked on a global 

outreach project to ship a twenty-foot 
container of school, church, medical and 
relief items to the Church and people of 
Liberia.  Th e Rev. James T. Yarsiah, Vicar 
of St. Andrew’s along with the parishio-
ners of the church, is spearheading this 
project.  
 Th e St. Andrew’s Mission outreach 
project has raised over $3,800 from 
outside sources.  The Department of 
World Mission in the Diocese of South 
Carolina donated an additional $500.  
Th is will cover the cost for shipping and 
clearing of the container which will take 
about 46 days to arrive at the Freeport 
of Monrovia.  Th e container was packed 
on Saturday, December 15, at the church 
compound and picked up for shipping on 
December 19.  According to the shipping 
agent at the John S. James Company, the 
container was shipped out of the Port of 
Charleston on Sunday, December 23.  It 

St. Andrew’s Mission Church Reaches Out 
to the Church and People of Liberia, West Africa 
By: Th e Rev. James T. Yarsiah, Vicar of St. Andrew’s Mission Church, Charleston

is expected 
to arrive in 
Monrovia on 
February 7, 
2008.
 Th is out-
reach effort 
is the second 
of its kind at 
the church. 
Similar items 
were shipped 
to Liberia in 
S eptember 
2006.  It  is 
geared to-
ward help-
ing in the 
rebui ld ing 
a n d  e m -
powerment 
process  of 
war-ravaged 
Liberia.  Liberia is slowly emerging from 
14 years of brutal civil war that ended 
during the latter part of 2003.

 The Department of World Mis-
sion, churches in the Diocese of South 
Carolina and many other institutions 

and for year-end generosity through 
December 31 as well.  On Advent IV, De-
cember 23, the date the challenge ended, 
the parish had made sudden signifi cant 
progress.  By then, they had responses 
from a total of 97 families and $106,000 
had been given in “over-and-above” 
gift s!
 Michael called the family about the 
amount.  Th ey were blessed by the turn-
around in generosity, but at the same 
time acknowledged, “That’s a higher 
amount than we anticipated,” they said.  
“This is a real stretch for us, as well.   
But give us a few days.  We’re doing this 
because we know God has called us to.”  
On Sunday, December 30 the parish re-
ceived the additional $106,000 gift  from 
that family as well, bringing the total to 
$212,000!

First Priority – 
Giving Back to God

 At year’s end, the vestry celebrated 
a $155,000 surplus after closing the 
books on 2007!  Th e vestry approved 
three priorities for the initial uses of 
the surplus: One, to give ten percent 
to outreach ministries; two, to retire a 
secondary mortgage; and three, to use a 
small portion for the 2008 budget.  Th e 
surplus $50,000 remained for the vestry 
to prayerfully discern its use. 
 In reflecting on the experience, 
Lumpkin said, “It is St. Paul who speaks 
of ‘spiritual strongholds’ in II Corinthi-
ans 10.  He tells us not to use the weapons 
of the world, but weapons that have di-
vine power to demolish strongholds.  We 
believe intentional, focused prayer, plus 
the kind of faith that is ‘certain of what 
we do not see,’ (Hebrews 11:1) are two 
of those weapons.  Anytime a  Scrooge-
like spirit of hoarding, indiff erence and 
apathy exists in a community, then you’re 
dealing with a spiritual stronghold only 
God and the supernatural power of His 
Spirit can overthrow.  To whatever degree 
that particular stronghold exists at St. 
Paul’s, the leverage applied at year-end by 
means of the Over and Above Challenge 
signifi cantly undermined its walls!” 

Faith, Stewardship 
and Strongholds
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By: Deacon Ron Warfuel
Chairman Emeritus, Diocesan Christian Men’s Conference

A new men’s ministry is com-
ing to the Diocese of South 
Carolina sponsored by the 

Christian Faith Formation Depart-
ment. It is endorsed by Chairman 
Peter Rothermel and is encouraged 
for consideration by all parish men’s 
groups including Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew chapters. 
 Last year a layman from Dallas 
Texas named Greg Vaughn wrote a 
book called, Letters From Dad where 
he initially described the passing of 
his father to larger life. He goes on 
to explain how the only thing he had 
to show for his relationship with his 
dad was an old fi shing tackle box and 
tackle once owned by him. Greg was 
displeased to have no further tangible 

memories until he discovered letters his 
dad wrote to his mother during World 
War II.  Greg decided his dad’s letters 
to his mom were such a blessing, he felt 
deeply led to write ‘letters of blessing’ 
to his wife and children and let them 
know of the deep love he held for each. 
Th ese letters became cherished as trea-
sures by his family members. Letters 
From Dad is a book that helps bring 
back the lost art of letter writing as a 
means to articulate feelings and express 
blessings of love from dad to mom, 
children, parents and grandparents. 
 Vaughn’s book has profoundly 
touched the hearts and lives of men in 
various faith traditions throughout the 
country, to the point where Mr. Vaughn 
left  his longtime career of fi lm produc-

Men from Good Shepherd and Holy Trinity helping to pack 
container for Liberia

Continued from page 3

ing in his mid-fi ft ies to establish the 
Dallas based ministry, “Letters From 
Dad.” It is a guided process of letter 
writing to loved ones from the ‘man-
of-the-house’ and helps to create 
memorable treasures. Personally, I am 
intensely awed by the way God has 
already used the book and the min-
istry to bring families closer together 
and to restore broken relationships. 
Inquiries are being made by several 
parishes in the diocese at present. 
For more information please contact 
Peter Rothermel at 843-722-4075 or 
you may reach the ministry website 
at www.lettersfromdad.com.         

Greg Vaughn: Author Challenges Men with Letters



Three months ago, I contacted 
Peter Rothermel, inquiring 
about resources for men’s 
spirituality.  I explained that 
our men’s group was going 

to fi nish reading John Eldredge’s book, 
Wild at Heart, in January 2008, and I 
was interested in finding something 
that would not just build on the discus-
sions and fellowship, but also appeal 
to a broad range of age groups in the 
congregation.  Peter enthusiastically gave 
me a book entitled, Letters From Dad, by 
Greg Vaughn.  I must confess that I did 
not initially share Peter’s excitement as I 
really wanted to stay away from another 
book study. 

Intentionally Letting our 
Families Know we Love 
Them

 A few weeks later, the book made its 
way to my bedside, and on one of those 
nights when my wife had control of the 
remote, I began to read Letters From Dad, 
and quickly became enthralled.  About 

an hour into reading, I laid the book 
down and stared at my chest of drawers.  
In the top drawer, I have mementos from 
my life: pictures, notes from my wife, my 
senior class ring, my daughter’s fi rst bath 
toy, cuff  links from my grandfather…  It 
did not take long for me to realize that I 
had nothing from my father (who passed 
away in 1995), not a picture, not a me-
mento, not a written word.  As I lay in 

“Letters From Dad” Spurs Change
bed, I thought about my 
upcoming ordination 
to the priesthood and 
what my father might 
say to me.  My heart be-
gan to ache as I yearned 
to hear his voice, to read 
something from him, 
to feel some connec-
tion, and tears began 
to fl ow down my face.  
I was then hit with the 
realization that aside 
from the occasional 
card or note remind-
ing Katy or Mikah to 
take the trash out, my 
daughters had nothing 
from me in writing that 
explained to them how 
I felt about them, what 
a blessing from God 
they are, and dozens of 
other things I wanted 
them to know and to 
be able to read in my 
own handwriting. I had 
vowed to write Mikah a 
journal during my last 
year in seminary and 
her senior year in high 
school and present it as 
a graduation gift , but I 
never really got around 
to doing it.  I tell Katy 
every day, sometimes 
more than two or three 
times that I love her and that Jesus loves 
her, but how will she hear this when I 
am not around?  I clearly needed some 
guidance, accountability, and support to 
undertake such an adventure.  
 As I continued to read Letters From 
Dad, I realized that my mom had nothing 
from me in writing thanking her for her 
love, for her daily prayers for my family 
and me, and for the sacrifi ces she made 
for her children. 
 I also realized that I had not sat down 
with a piece of paper and a pen in one 
hand and my heart in the other and 
thanked Susan for the past twenty-fi ve 
years, for giving me two beautiful daugh-
ters, and for sticking with me through 

career changes, moves, highs, lows, and 
three years of seminary.  

Seminars Offered this Spring

 In summary, Greg Vaughn‘s base 
question hit home.  If God were to take 
you home today... what would your wife 
and children hold in their hands tomor-
row that would let them know that they 
were the treasures of your life?  I fi nished 
the book, attended a training session, and 
we are planning to hold a Letters from 
Dad seminar this spring.  I believe that 
it will change the lives of men of Old St. 
Andrew’s by helping them to become the 
husbands, fathers, and/or grandfathers 

(or even the husbands, fathers, and 
grandfathers-to-be) God intended.  How 
about you?  If God were to take you home 
today... what would your wife and chil-
dren hold in their hands tomorrow that 
would let them know that they were the 
treasures of your life?  Th ere are several 
churches planning to hold introductory 
kick-offs this spring.  I invite you to 
inquire about these events and would 
be more than happy to answer any ques-
tions you may have.  In the meantime, 
I ask that you keep the program, Peter, 
and me in your prayers as we launch this 
program in the diocese.  

By Th e Rev. Karl Burns, Curate, Old St. Andrew’s Parish Church 

Karl Burns, center is determined to leave tangible reminders of his love for his girls, Katy, 14, left , and 
Mikah, 19.  

Men are being greatly convicted and 
even broken as they (we) wake up to our 
responsibility as spiritual leaders in the 
home.  Blinders are being taken away and 
our hearts are being pierced with heavi-

ness as we discover what is lacking in the 
spiritual life in our homes.  One young 
father of three in Texas likened his wake 
up to that of King Josiah, “I feel like King 
Josiah who decided to rebuild the Lord’s 
temple and as the workers were cleaning 
the temple, they found an obscure book 
that no one had ever heard of – Th e Bible, 
forgotten for previous generations.”    

 “When the king heard the words of the 
Book of the Law, he tore his robes.” 2 Kings 
22:11.  
 I believe God is turning hearts.  I have 
seen men break down in tears wondering 
how and where to begin.  Some of the 
hardest hit are fathers of older children.  
How do I respond to this conviction 
when I have never had any real spiritual 

An exciting new pilot program is 
planned for this summer at Camp 
St. Christopher.  

Dr. Rob Rienow, author 
of the popular, Visionary 
Parenting course being 
used throughout the dio-
cese, will be the keynote 
speaker for a new initia-
tive called, “Generational 
Impact” Camp.  Th is new 
off ering is a more inten-
tional, improved version 
of what had previously 
been known as Family 
Camp.
 For this fi rst year, the 
program will be targeted 
at those who are either 
already serving in family 
ministry or those who 
see family ministry as 
an area of calling/inter-
est.  Th e session will last 
from June 30-July 3 and 

ST. CHRISTOPHER INTRODUCES Generational Impact Camp
will focus on biblical teaching on inter-
generational faithfulness while providing 

Left : Author, Rob Rienow is 
shown with his wife Amy and 
their children, RW (10), Lissy 
(8), JD (6), Laynie (4), and 
Milly (6 months).  Rob will be 
the keynote speaker at the fi rst 
Generational Impact Camp.  
He is planning on bringing his 
family to camp, as well.  

leadership development for those called 
to serve in family ministry.  

  As part of St. Christopher’s 
vision to off er Christ-centered 
ministry and partner with 
other ministries who use the 
camp, we are pleased to be a 
part of this emerging move of 
God’s Spirit among families 
as led by Peter Rothermel and 
the Diocesan Christian Faith 
Formation Commission. 

dialogue with my 17-year-old son?  As a 
response to this movement of God, we 
are launching another program that we 
believe will be eff ective in supporting the 
core value of men as spiritual leaders at 
home. 
 “Fathers, do not exasperate your 
children; instead, bring them up in the 
training and instruction of the Lord.”  
Ephesians 6:4.
 Th ere are a number of diff erent pro-
grams out there, but we are being inten-
tional in off ering only ones that support 
core biblical values which we believe are 
essential to healthy discipleship and that 
are in response to the Lord’s leading as 
we look to see where he is working.  
 The program we are launching is 
called Letters from Dad (www.letters-
fromdad.com ).  I believe it will help men 
get in touch with their hearts and provide 
opportunities for them to have a place to 
start with blessing their family.  Th ere is 
a lot of movement in men’s ministries.  
Th e men’s hikes have been an avenue of 
transformation for many men and have 
been off ered through Holy Cross and 
Church of the Cross with various other 
churches joining in.  What would it be 
like if men became healthy spiritual lead-
ers at home and then in our churches?  I 
am hoping we will fi nd out in the near 
future.  Please pray for these ministries.  
Th e enemy has held a stronghold for too 
long.  RISE UP O MEN OF GOD AND 
BE DONE WITH LESSER THINGS.

The Awakening
Continued from page 4
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“If God were to take you 
home today...what

would your wife and
children hold in their
hands tomorrow that
would let them know

that they were the 
treasures of your life?”
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and individuals have supported this 
worthy venture. Donors and items given 
include:

Medical University of South Carolina:  
Twelve boxes of miscellaneous medical 
supplies/disposables (BP cuff s, gloves, 
bandages, syringes, etc.), offi  ce equip-
ment (12 sets of used Dell computers, 
printers, etc.);

Th e Society for the Promotion of Chris-
tian Knowledge (SPCK/USA):Children 
books, Bibles, commentaries, theological 
books, etc.;

Th e Dorchester County Sheriff  Depart-
ment: 21 used bicycles;
 
Th e Christ Church Cathedral, Nash-
ville, Tennessee:  Several boxes of 
composition books, school supplies, and 
textbooks.  A fi nancial donation of $850 
was also made toward the shipping and 
clearing cost.

Several Episcopal churches and parish-
ioners in the Diocese of South Carolina 
donated boxes of used clothes, shoes, 
bedding, towels, toys, offi  ce equipment, 
school supplies, rice and beans.   Boxes 
of used 1940/1982 Hymnals, used 1979 

Prayer Books, theological books, acolyte 
robes, church hangings and linens, Bibles, 
chasubles and stoles were also donated.  
In addition, the Mission also received 
fi nancial donations from churches and 
parishioners in the diocese to help defray 
shipping and clearing cost.  

Many non-Episcopal churches, indi-
viduals and friends have also donated 
used clothes, footwear, bedding, towels 
and toys.

Th e parishioners at St. Andrew’s Epis-
copal Mission: Used clothing, footwear, 
school supplies and dry food items (rice, 
beans, corn meal, peanut butter, salt, 
etc). Parishioners also made fi nancial 
contributions.  
 
 Individuals who wish to remain 
anonymous have donated their time and 
truck to pick up many of these items from 
diff erent locations in and around Charles-
ton. Special thanks to the Men’s group at 
Holy Trinity, Folly Road, Th e Church of 
the Good Shepherd, West Ashley and Old 
St. Andrew’s Parish, Highway 61, for help-
ing to pack the container.

Target Beneficiaries 
 

 Our emphasis this 
year has been on school 
supplies, textbooks, of-
fi ce equipment, and dry 
food items.  More than 
fi ve hundred students in 
the rural parts of Liberia 
are expected to benefi t 
from the distribution of 
composition books and 
school supplies. Several 
schools are set to ben-
efi t from the computers, 
typewriters and other 
offi  ce equipment.  
 Target groups for 
the distribution of the 
Prayer Books, Hymnals, 
church linens/hangings, 
etc., are congregations 
and churches in the ru-
ral parts of Liberia.
  Th e dry food items, 
clothing, foot-
wear, toys and 
bedding are 
e x p e c te d  to 
be distributed 
a m o n g  o r -
phans, AIDS 
children, senior 
citizens and the 
poor and desti-
tute people of 
Liberia.  The 
medical items 
will benefi t the 
C. H. Rainey 
Hospital, lo-
cated in Ka-
kata, Margibi 
County. 
  A s  L i b e-
r ia  recovers 
from 14 years 
o f  w a r  a n d 
dest r uc t ion, 
St.  Andrew’s 
Episcopal Mis-
sion Church, 
in collabora-
tion with the 
Episcopal Dio-
cese of South 
Carolina, other 
churches, in-

Th e Dorchester County Sheriff ’s Department donated 21 bicycles.

stitutions, and individuals, are grate-
ful to God that we can contribute to 

the empowerment and 
rebuilding process in 
war-ravaged Liberia.  
 St. Andrew’s Epis-
copal Mission Church 
wishes to assure all do-
nors that their dona-
tions will make a big 
difference in the life 
of the church, schools, 
hospitals, orphanages 
and community in Li-
beria.
 Several clergy and 
parishioners at  St . 
Andrew’s and other 
collaborating churches 
have expressed that the 
global outreach project 
has been a tremendous 
blessing to our church 
community.   

Continued from page 4St. Andrew’s Mission; Libera Outreach

Individuals  from Good Shepherd and Holy Trinity help pack 
the container for Liberia.  Also shown are Ms. Carolyn Sparks, 
“Sparkie,” a parishioner of Old St. Andrew’s Parish, who has been 
instrumental and helpful in soliciting and acquiring computers, 
books, school supplies, clothes and dry food items; and her friend,  
Mrs. Fay Crowe, who provided boxes of text books and offi  ce 
equipment.

Continued Page 11

We continue to focus on break-
ing the cycle of poverty in 
South Carolina by using the 

Next Steps Program of the Department 
of Social Ministries.  Next Steps volun-
teers are being trained to receive and help 
the community poor at either a church or 
Christ-centered social ministry Affi  liate.  
Th e Affi  liates pro-
vide room for the 
Next Steps inter-
view to take place 
as well as access 
to a telephone, fax 
machine, and com-
puter connected to 
the Internet.  If you 
would like to learn 
more about Next 
Steps volunteer 
and Affiliate op-
portunities, please 
contact Ed Dyck-
man at 843-367-5647 or at edward.
dyckman@att.net 

The Power of Prayer
 Let’s say a needy person named John 
Doe arrives on a Friday morning, the day 
this Affi  liate advertises as the day that 
needy people are welcome to come seek 
help.  Th e Next Steps volunteer invites 

John to sit and explain his needs.  During 
the intake interview, John agrees that the 
Next Steps volunteer may record his data 
with the understanding that the Next 
Steps Program will protect John’s privacy 
and confi dentiality.  Once the Next Steps 
volunteer and John have recorded John’s 
initial needs, the volunteer asks John if it 

would be all right if 
they pray together. 
Th ey may use one 
of the many prayers 
and thanksgivings 
found on pages 814-
841 of the Episcopal 
Church’s Book of 
Common Prayer or 
in another prayer 
resource available 
at the Affi  liate. 
 Following prayer, 
the Next Steps vol-
unteer inquires if 

John wants to take steps toward a bet-
ter life and, if John agrees, he begins 
his self-help journey as a Next Steps 
participant.  Let’s say that John needs 
food, clothes, job training, suitable 
housing, and help with recovery from 
an addiction to alcohol.  Th e Next Steps 
volunteer records this information in 
the Next Steps database.  Th e volunteer 

tells John that he can receive help with 
each of these needs, but, in order to do 
so, they need to establish goals for John 
to achieve personally in each area.  For 
example, they establish an immediate 
goal that John needs 10 pounds of food 
and six articles of clothes that day (goals 
#1 and #2) and can receive them with 
the help of the church and a nearby 
social ministry.  In addition, John needs 
to complete training for a specifi c type 
of job (for which they discover he has 
some aptitude) within six months (goal 
#3) and needs to attend a local Alcoholic 
Anonymous (AA) chapter meeting that 
aft ernoon and continue to do so for the 
next 90 days, every day (goal #4).  Next, 
John needs to check into a local home-
less shelter within one week and plan to 
stay there for up to six months (goal #5).  
For the long term, John needs to secure 
a job with a decent wage (goal #6) and 
an apartment (goal #7).  

Taking Next Steps 
Toward a Better Life
 The Next Steps volunteer records 
these goals in the Next Steps database.  
Th en John and the Next Steps volunteer 
discuss the “next steps” to achieve each 
of these seven goals, and the volunteer 

records that information in Next Steps 
database.  When John comes back to this 
church or another Affi  liate, perhaps one 
more convenient to where John lives, 
the Next Steps volunteer can retrieve 
John’s Next Steps data online through the 
database and work with him on taking 
the “next step” to achieving each goal.  
Such next steps might involve walking 
to a nearby church or social ministry 
for food and clothing, applying via mail 
or e-mail for a class in job skills, fi nding 
an AA chapter nearby, and telephoning 
a shelter.  Th e Next Steps volunteer will 
help John do these things, but will not 
do them for John.  Over time, the Next 
Steps volunteer and John become a team 
empowering John to turn his life around 
and escape his personal cycle of poverty.  
During this time, John will know that the 
Church has been helping him and the 
Next Steps volunteer, through prayer and 
hospitality, will have many opportunities 
to invite John to join the Church and 
either begin or continue his Christian 
journey.  In addition to the Next Steps 
volunteer, the Affi  liate can also identify 
Next Steps mentors to work with John as 
he takes more detailed “next steps toward 
a better life.”

Next Steps
by Ed Dyckman, Chair, Department of Social Ministries

Department of Social Ministries Offers 
Free Training for Volunteers Who Serve the Poor

The Department of
Social Ministries

continues to focus
on breaking the cycle

of poverty in 
South Carolina.

The people of 
St. Andrew’s

Episcopal Mission
are grateful
to God that

(with the help
of others)...they have 

been able to contribute 
to the empowerment 

and rebuilding
process in

war-ravaged Liberia.
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Today
the message of the world

is that all religions are
really equal, and maybe

even really the same.

Is that true?  Is a
bobble-head Jesus as
noble as the man who

died on the cross?

We want you to fi nd out!
What was Jesus

really trying to do?

What was the point of all 
those crazy miracles

and parables?

Is there any connection 
between Jesus and
the Old Testament?

These are some of
the questions we are going 

to discuss together
at the Jesus Weekend. 
We want you to build

your faith on solid ground, 
not plastic made in China. 

Teens of all ages,
please join us for 

Jesus Weekend 2008
February 29-March 2
St. Christopher Camp and 

Conference Center
Visit our website to learn more:

www.dioceseofsc.org

I stood speechless in the 
office of the minister I 
worked for many years 
ago refl ecting on a com-
ment he had just made.   
We were discussing pro-
grams in the church. Th is 
was a mega church with 
more programs than most 
churches ever dream of.  

His comment went along these lines:  
“I believe that when I stand before the 
Lord one day he will look at how many 
programs we created in the church.”  I 
could not believe my ears!  Was he seri-
ous?  I smiled in reply and the rest of our 
conversation confi rmed that he indeed 
believed there to be a correlation between 
his work in establishing programs in 
the church and his reward in heaven.  

My mind raced.  Could this be what the 
apostle Paul had in mind when he said, 
“I have become all things to all men so 
that by all possible means I might save 
some?”  (1 Corinthians 9:22)  A quick 
look at that passage in context told me 
otherwise.  I did not know what to make 
of the thinking of a man considerably 
older and more experienced than I.  He 
even possessed an earned doctorate!  My 
thinking was that eff ective ministry had 
more to do with the focus of programs 
than the number of them.

One Simple Plan
 In his best selling book, Good to Great, 
author Jim Collins relates Isaiah Berlin’s 
essay “Th e Hedgehog and the Fox” to 
the simplicity of great organizations.  
In the story, the Fox uses 
his cunning, skills, and 
speed to attack. His 
goal is to hunt 
d o w n 
a n d 
k i l l 

the hedgehog.  Th e Hedgehog has one 
simple plan and sticks to it - which 
works every time!  Collins then goes on 
to explain ‘Th e Hedgehog concept’, an 
understanding of simplicity that comes 
out of three primary questions.  He 
diagrams the three questions as circles 
explaining that the hedgehog concept is 
the pursuit of the intersecting core.  Col-
lins’ three questions are:  What are you 
deeply passionate about?  What can you 
be the best in the world at?  What drives 
your economic engine?
 Now these three questions do not all 
directly apply in the context of ministry, 
but their correlates are not diffi  cult to 
discover.  The first, of course, relates 
easily.  We should explore our specifi c 
passions in ministry.  Each of us is wired 
uniquely to get excited about diff erent 
aspects of ministry.  Likewise, a congre-
gation or ministry team may have unique 
passions within the scope of possible 
ministries we can develop.  Th e second 
question relates to uniqueness.  What 
does the church, or specifi cally our youth 
ministry, off er that is not off ered in the 
world around us?  For youth ministers 
the answer is not activities and enter-
taining programs.  Th ese are available to 
students in greater abundance than any 
generation before them!  Th e answer to 
the question is the typical Sunday School 
response – Jesus.  Th e gospel is centrally 
what the church off ers that is not off ered 
elsewhere in society.  Th e third question 
is one concerning vitality.  It seeks to 
understand what keeps a business alive, 
namely the economic engine.  For the 
church, the parallel question is also about 
vitality.  What is needed to keep or make 
this ministry vibrant and full of life?  
Hence, the three questions for us revolve 
around passion, uniqueness, and vitality.  
Th e intersection of these three questions 
becomes our hedgehog concept.
 Th e passion, uniqueness, and vitality 
questions will be answered diff erently for 
each person.  As I look at the intersection 
of these in my own youth ministry eff orts 
over the past twenty years I can see three 
aims emerge as 

my hedgehog concept.  My passion, 
uniqueness, and vitality lie in Bible 
teaching (with application to our lives), 
building authentic community (as seen 
in Acts 2), and sharing the gospel with 
others. My deepest desire is that students 

know God, know themselves, and know 
each other.  Th ere are many other ideas 
that I have been passionate about over 
the years, yet they are either not unique 
to ministry or are not essential for the 
vitality of ministry.  Th is is not to suggest 
other aspects of ministry should never 
be pursued.  Th e idea here is to identify 
the hedgehog concept within a ministry 
and focus the greatest eff orts on that.  An 
example of a non-hedgehog idea might 
help us see the diff erence.  I have long 
been passionate about exposing students 
to good Christian music.  Th erefore I 
have invested in CD’s to share with youth 
groups, taken students to concerts, and 
even hosted concerts for youth groups in 
order to enthuse them for the music.  I 
am convinced that Christian music is a 
great asset to young believers.  However, 
it is not part of my hedgehog concept 
because it does not necessarily contribute 
to the vitality of the ministry itself.  If I 
relied on Christian music to keep our 
youth ministry growing, we would be 
catering to consumerism and fi nd our-

selves trapped in a continuous need 
to provide a steady stream of 
concerts with new artists. 

Passion, 
Uniqueness and 
Vitality

Finding your hedgehog con-
cept is a vital exercise in 
understanding the core 
of your ministry.  The 
three questions of pas-

sion, uniqueness, and 
vitality are only dis-
covered when a person 
or group does some 

soul searching.  Th e end 
result is a simple under-
standing of where the 
bulk of our energy must 
be focused in order to 
move a ministry from 
good to great.  Th is 
is not to restrict our 
ministries and their 
activities, but deveo-
pling a proper focus 
will help us eliminate 

the programs or activi-
ties that are not contrib-

uting to the goals of our 
ministry.  The church is 

famous for carrying on with 

By Dave Wright, Diocesan Coordinator for Youth Ministry

Hedgehog-Driven 
Youth Ministry

(Are We Doing 
Too Much?)

Th e fourth article in the Good to Great Youth Ministries series

non-essential programs simply because 
it is the way we have always done things.  
By concentrating on that which we are 
passionate about, we will fi nd an ever 
fl owing stream of energy to build and 
develop our ministries.  In focusing on 
that which is unique to ministry, we will 
eliminate unnecessary programs and 
work.  With vitality in mind, we will con-
stantly ask ourselves how each program, 
activity or meeting is contributing to the 
growth and life of our ministries.  Th e 
hedgehog concept brings a simple clar-
ity to ministry and gives freedom to the 
leader.  As we discover this, we will move 
our ministries from good to great!

What are you deeply
passionate about?  
What can you be

the best in the
world at?

What drives your
economic engine?

By concentrating on
that which we
are passionate 
about, we will

find an ever-flowing
stream of energy 

with which to build
and develop

our ministries.

Working together... 
raising up a biblically literate 

generation that is leading 
the Church and changing 

the world.

Vision Statement for
Diocesan Youth Ministries



There are those moments of epiph-
any in every Christian life when 
the reality of what one has been 

taught becomes manifest.  Th e catechized 
mind seeks and fi nds the transformed 
heart.  I well remember 
gathering in our Cathe-
dral in January of 1982.  
We had assembled to 
give thanks for the faith-
ful ministry of Bishop 
Temple.  Bishop Allison 
had been elected our 
Coadjutor in September 
of 1980, and the two had 
served together dur-
ing this time of transi-
tion.  On that January 
morning, as the long 
procession passed my 
pew, I saw many famil-
iar faces:  priests who 
had nurtured me in our college campus 
ministry; my own parish priest, Fr. Flem-
ing; the “cool” young priests (like Robert 
Horn and Randy Charles) who were en-
couragers to us aspirants and postulants 
for Holy Orders; Bishop Allison, and 
fi nally, for the 
last “official” 
time, Bishop 
Temple.
 It is hard 
to describe all 
the emotions 
that we felt 
on that day.  
Clearly, there 
was the joy in 
welcoming a 
new bishop.  
T h e r e  w a s 
also the emo-
tional aspect 
of giving up 
the “securi-
ty” of Bishop 
Te m p l e ,  a 
rock and an-
chor who had 
loved and nurtured this diocese for 
twenty years.  Th ere was that profound 
experience of continuity, as the retiring 
bishop passed on the authority of his 
offi  ce to another.  But what I remember 
most about the day is that everyone was 
there.  Th e “church” wasn’t merely the 
parish I attended or any of our local con-
gregations by themselves. Th e Church 
was all of us, bringing our diff erent gift s 
and experiences into that Cathedral, 
presided over by the Father of the Family, 
an heir of the Apostles, commissioned by 
Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself.
 Well, if 26 years ago I had such an ex-
perience of the catholicity of the Church 

when it included the vastness of far away 
Darlington, Dillon and Cheraw, how 
much more in January of 2008!  Th e gath-
ering for Bishop Lawrence’s consecration 
truly illustrated the necessity of interde-

pendence rather than 
autonomy for the good 
health of the Church.  
Once again, a beloved 
Bishop passed on to his 
successor the mantle of 
leadership.  Once again, 
there was joy and ex-
pectancy.  Bishops from 
England, Nigeria and 
the Dominican Repub-
lic were sacramental 
reminders that, thanks 
be to God, one Prov-
ince of Anglicanism is 
not this fragile church 
our island home. All 

are needed for the good health of the 
Communion. Likewise, representatives 
of the Lutheran, Reformed Episcopal, 
Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox 
Churches gathered with us to share our 
joy, and to remind us of the sad divi-

sions yet to be healed, but of the hope of 
unity we all have in the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.
 Bishop Mark and Allison and their 
family have given their hearts to us, and 
we have given ours to them.  What a 
wonderful and great beginning we have 
made.  What marvelous potential there 
is in the Diocese of South Carolina!  And 
Bishop Hathaway (who preached at the 
consecration) is right, of course.  Th e 
world has been watching, and will be 
watching.  May God grant us the grace 
and fi delity to be salt and light, that to-
gether, we may do all such good works 
as He has prepared for us to walk in.

Aft er a chilly start, the fi re of God 
fell with power on Bishop-elect 
Mark Lawrence and on the 1,000 

or so worshippers gathered on January 
26 at Cathedral of St. Luke and St. Paul. 
Before the service, Consecration manag-
ers required several hundred clergy and 
other procession participants to leave the 
relative warmth of the vesting tent and 
stand in the street and the portico of the 
Cathedral in forty-degree weather.  Th e 
fi rst of a series of processions began at 
11:00, with music for organ and brass 
setting a solemn pace for the clergy, 
diocesan lay leaders, and representatives 
of various ministries who followed the 
processional cross while the pre-admit-
ted congregation remained seated.

 Th e half-hour long procession took 
on life at the fi rst congregational hymn, 
and the Holy Spirit began to move in ear-
nest when the congregation rose to sing 
as the sixth and fi nal group entered.  Th e 
long line of red-vested bishops included 
many from neighboring dioceses and 
others from several more distant states 
and from overseas jurisdictions. Th e lit-
urgy continued with opening prayers and 
a general confession led by the Bishop of 
East Carolina, who, as President of the 
Foorth Province (Southeastern states), 
acted as Chief Consecrator in place of 
the Presiding Bishop. Representatives 
of the Diocese presented the canonically 
required evidence that Mark Lawrence 

Saturday morning was cold and gray, 
with rain threatening and even 
occasionally falling.  I spent the 

hours before the service making sure 
the Citadel cadets were in their places, 
ready to serve as greeters for our visi-
tors and as acolytes in the Consecration 
service itself.  When that service began, 
however, all thoughts of cold and gray 
faded away.  Th e music was splendid, 
the congregation sang joyfully and 
responded enthusiastically, and those 
participating and leading our worship 
did so with conviction.

  For me, the two highlights of that 
magnifi cent time in the Cathedral were 
Bishop Alden Hathaway’s sermon, dy-
namic, forthright, and challenging; and 
the Consecration itself, with Bishop 
Lawrence’s clear acceptance of and sub-
mission to his call. Th e passion of both 
men, and their clear love of Our Lord, 
communicated itself to all who were 
there and made it a powerful and trans-
forming time.  We are greatly blessed as 
a Diocese to have as our Bishop a man 
of prayer, a man of the Bible, and a pas-
sionate disciple of Jesus.

Continued Page 13 
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The gathering for 
Bishop Lawrence’s 
consecration truly 

illustrated the necessity 
of interdependence 

rather than autonomy 
for the good health of 

the Church.

We are Greatly Blessed as a Diocese

By The Rev. Canon Douglas Peterson
Chaplain to St. Alban’s, The Citadel

Prior to the Consecration, the Bishop-Elect declares his fi delity to the Word of God. 

Passing the Mantle of Leadership

By The Rev. Dow Sanderson
Rector, Church of the Holy Communion, Charleston

The Holy Spirit Prevails

By The Rev. Rick Belser, Retired
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12, 13, 14...Th e newly consecrated 14th Bishop of South Carolina is 
fl anked on the left  by the 12th Bishop, FitzSimons Allison, and on 
the right by the 13th Bishop, Edward L. Salmon, Jr.

PHOTOGRAPH BY BILL MURTON



As I entered the Cathedral in the 
fi rst procession for the service, 
there was a “hushed” silence of 

anticipation.  As the final procession 
entered some thirty minutes later, with 
then Bishop-elect Lawrence, there was 
still silence but an air of joy.  Following 
his consecration we stood and joyfully 
applauded our new bishop.  Th ere was 
now no more “anticipation” and “wait-
ing,” we now had a new bishop!  At that 
very moment I sensed a renewed hope 
for the “church-at-large” and especially 
for the Diocese of South Carolina.  Aft er 
having to wait for this day for over a 
year and a half, the joy expressed in our 
affirmation radiated to Bishop Mark 
Lawrence as he gathered his wife, chil-
dren and grandchildren around him.  

Th e pageantry, the historical accent, the 
reverence, and the hope for the uplift  
of the Body of Christ resounded loudly 
throughout the service and continued 
as the cathedral bells pealed following 
the service.  As we exited the Cathedral, 
I was reminded of the Negro Spiritual 
that says, “Th ere’s a sweet, sweet spirit in 
this place, and I know that it’s the Spirit 
of the Lord.  Th ere are sweet expressions 
on each face, And I know they feel the 
presence of the Lord.  Sweet Holy Spirit, 
Sweet Heavenly Dove.  Stay right here 
with us, fi lling us with your love.  And 
for these blessings we lift  our hearts in 
praise;  Without a doubt we’ll know that 
we have been revived when we shall leave 
this place.”

“With a family this big, he could start his own church,” quipped Bishop Holguin 
Khoury, Bishop of the Dominican Republic, referring to the Lawrence family, above.

As I suppose is typical of occasions 
in which God moves powerfully 
within our lives, it is difficult 

to adequately reflect upon, let alone 
attempt to put down on paper, all that 
has occurred in the life of our family 
over the course of the last few days.  I 
am quite sure it will take weeks and 
months and years to ponder.  Even still, 
while the emotions are still running high 
and fatigue has set in, I cannot help but 
consider the goodness of God.  A good-
ness that was powerfully evident as the 
Lord clearly confi rmed His call upon 
my father as Bishop of South Carolina, 
XIV.  Th e Holy Spirit was indeed power-

fully present throughout the Ordination 
and Consecration service.  Memory 
upon memory comes fl ooding into my 
mind.  A goodness made manifest as He 
brought family and friends from across 
the nation.  I don’t think I will ever forget 
the stream of past parishioners, from 
over thirty years of ministry, returning 
from Communion with tears in their 
eyes, pausing as they passed my mother 
to express their love for her.  And the 
goodness of His love that was shown to 
our family through the people of this 
diocese.  We were embraced and loved, 
and we remain profoundly humbled and 
deeply grateful. 

The preparations for the consecra-
tion of Mark Joseph Lawrence as 
the 14th Bishop of South Carolina 

have been likened to those of a large fam-
ily wedding.  Th ere are familiar details 
such as invitations, out-of-town guests, a 
rehearsal of the ceremony, and even (for 
us) a long engagement! Families come 
together to break bread and celebrate 
the occasion. 
 Th is two-part sacrament, similar to 

the betrothal and blessing in the mar-
riage rite, begins with the testimonials 
in satisfaction of the canons, followed 
by vows made before God and witnessed 
by a community.  Gift s were presented 
symbolizing the Episcopal office and 
then this new relationship was blessed 
as we shared the Eucharist.
 Mark Joseph, a child of God, has been 
raised to the sacred order of bishop to 
“carry on the apostolic work of leading, 
supervising, and uniting the Church.” 
Does this then make him the bride or 
the bridegroom?  Neither.
 On January 26th, we stood together as 
a diocese, wedded to Anglicans through-
out the world, and as the Bride preparing 
for her Bridegroom, we pledged our troth 
to God, promising to forsake all others 
and to uphold Mark Joseph Lawrence 
as our brother in Christ and our chief 
shepherd.  

PHOTOGRAPH BY JOY HUNTER
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P h o t o g ra p h 
left, Prior to 
the service, the 
Bishops used 
the ir  r ing s , 
s y m b o l s  o f 
their Episcopal 
a u t h o r i t y , 
t o  s e a l  t h e 
ordination and 
consecration 
c e r t i f i c a t e 
o f  M a r k 
Lawrence as 
the XIV Bishop 
of South Carolina.  Th e use of Episocpal 
Rings has been dated to the Seventh 
Century.  Pictured left ,  Bishop Allison is 
sealing the document. 

Photograph above, Newly consecrated, 
Bishop Lawrence and his wife, Allison, 
greet worshippers following the service.  
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There are two moments from 
Saturday’s marvelous consecra-
tion which marked me most and 

stand truest to my heart—neither of 
which would ever have been envisioned 
by the planners as “big hit moments.” 
Th e fi rst was standing 
under the huge tent in 
front of the Cathedral 
with tangled battalions 
of deaneries, the place 
aglow with catcalls and 
glad reunions and silli-
ness and snarled vest-
ments. What was really 
happening? It struck 
me as a supreme time of 
expectant hopefulness. 
Life in Christ rides on 
the rails of relation-
ships, and I stopped to 
look around and was 
hit by the intense joy 
of being together, the 
gratitude of getting to 
be with these folks. Th e 
wait in the wind and 
cold for over an hour 
could have gone on and 
on. God is in control; 
Jesus has risen; he won’t go back into the 
tomb; this is fun. On into Galilee.
 And the second was this: Bishop 
Mark was well on his way in the Eucha-
ristic Prayer, his fi rst celebration ever as 
our Episcopal leader. Somewhere on his 
way through those words that silence 
happened. It was the sort of silence which 
you know immediately is unplanned, 
which says something’s not right; hurry 
up; the world is about to crash. But no, 
it went on. Th en Mark said, “Where are 

we?” He had lost his place. I heard a 
quick, gentle laugh. It was not the laugh-
ter of derision or embarrassment, but the 
laughter of relief. I immediately thought 
how many times I had lost my place, and 
I loved Mark even more already. But then 

a priest kneeling beside 
me whispered, “Th is is 
good.” And an invis-
ible window of grace 
opened. Somewhere in 
Auden’s Christmas Ora-
torio the lines came to 
me (I had to look them 
up), “Though written 
by thy children with a 
smudged and crooked 
line, thy Word is ever 
legible.” 
 That was the tru-
est bridge over which 
Christ’s grace crossed to 
me on Saturday. I loved 
all the pageantry, the 
color of bishops pro-
cessing, the long pro-
cession of international 
visitors, the seamless 
planning, incredible 
music; I loved the guys 

marching in who looked like they came 
out of a Dickens novel—that we off er our 
best. Yet strangely, it was not our best that 
got me, but the reality that God takes the 
fl awed and smudged lines of our crooked 
witness and writes his Word through us. 
He loves it when we get lost and then 
fi nds us. Truly in our weakness, Christ 
makes himself strong, even on Conse-
cration day. I will always remember it 
kneeling there, lost and found, laughter 
and grace. 

Two Moments on a Saturday Morning

By The Rev. Dr. John Barr, III
Rector, Holy Comforter, Sumter

“Then Mark said, 
‘Where are we?’... 

I immediately
thought of how many 
times I had lost my 
place, and I loved
Mark even more 

already.  But then a 
priest kneeling beside 
me whispered, ‘This is 
good.’ And an invisible 

window of grace 
opened.”

A Sweet, Sweet Spirit... The Waiting is Over

By The Rev. Ted Lewis
Rector, Calvary Episcopal Church, Charleston

We Were Embraced and Loved

By Chad E. Lawrence

What God Has Joined Together

By Lydia Evans
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large and small, that conspired with the 
irrepressibly bright Spirit on that dank 
Saturday morning and aft ernoon! A full 
acknowledgement will have to wait for 
the next edition of the Jubilate Deo.
 Yet for all the numbers of people and 
pieces of the puzzle, and for all the high 
and holy drama of the liturgy itself, what 
touched me most was more intimate: 
fi rst, the fi ft een minute period just before 
the liturgical processions began when 
Mark Lawrence himself knelt in prayer 
at the Litany Desk in the center of a 
hushed church, surrounded by family 
and friends, in holy fear and trembling; 
and then later, again lost in “wonder, 
love, and praise,” when as celebrant of the 
Eucharist at the High Altar Bishop Law-
rence wondered aloud “Where are we?” 
in reference particularly to the liturgical 
text -- but everyone in the church knew 
where in the Divine scheme of things he 

and we were, caught up in the Spirit, and 
God’s glory fi lled the temple.
 Along with the Spirit of God, the 
line up spanned the spectrum of Global 
Anglicanism from the Archbishop of Jos 
and the Bishop of Winchester, the Bishop 
of Saskatchewan and the Bishop of 
Pittsburgh, to our Dominican Republic 
Companion Bishop, the new Reformed 
Episcopal Bishop of the South East and 
Bishop John Rodgers of Trinity School 
for Ministry, Mark Lawrence’s seminary. 
Our hope as a Diocese was to witness to 
a “more excellent way” than that of an 
otherwise polarized Church, by accept-
ing the Cross as our model of ministry 
and by seeking to be true not only to the 
Anglican Way but above all to the Great 
Commission emboldening us to witness 
to the Way that leads to Eternal Life.

At a dinner honoring the Lawrences 
prior to the Consecration, Libby Lewis, 
pictured, left , presented Allison  with a 
book she’d created.  Th e book lists every 
church in the diocese, 
along with a pho-
tograph, directions 
and service times.  
Also included is a 
listing of the clergy 
serving there with 
photographs of fam-
ily members living at 
home and intersting 
biographical facts.  
 “I’m so grateful to 
Libby for this won-
derful book,” said Al-
lison.  “She said Lynn 
Skilton gave her the 
idea for the book.  I’m 
grateful to Lynn, as 
well.  Mark and I are 
so looking forward to 

Getting to Know You, Getting to Know Us
getting to know all of the clergy in the 
diocese.  Th is will make that so much 
easier.”  

PHOTOGRAPH BY BILL MURTON
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Three years ago, Episcopalians 
across the country surprised most 
obs er vers 

by their generos-
ity in donating 
over $12,000,000 
to Episcopal Relief 
and Development (ERD) to help victims 
of the South Asia tsunami.   Never before 
had they contributed so much to people 
thousands of miles away from the United 
States.  You will remember that almost a 
quarter million people were killed, and 
millions of others were left  homeless by 
the tsunami.  Over 50,000 individuals 
made contributions to ERD totaling over 
$7,000,000 in order to help the victims.  
Churches and other organizations gave 
another $5,000,000.  I am aware of almost 
$40,000 contributed by members of this 
diocese.
 Initial disaster relief work was done in 
India, Sri Lanka, Th ailand, and Indonesia 
primarily through church partners and 
other non-governmental organizations.  
Long-term recovery programs, still 
ongoing, were established in Sri Lanka 
and India (including the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands).   Th is illustrates 
our long-term approach to emergency 
relief.  

Long-Term Effectiveness
 All ERD programs are monitored 
in order to evaluate their eff ectiveness.  
We can confidently report that these 
programs have been very eff ective.  Our 
programs have impacted many thou-
sands of lives throughout the region.  
Accomplishments have been achieved 
not only in the areas of providing food 
and shelter, but in education, trauma 
counseling, and vocational training.  For 
example, fi ve schools have been built 
in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
benefi ting over 2,600 children and more 

ERD’s Tsunami Relief and 
Development Program 

than 3,000 people in those areas have 
had new homes rebuilt by ERD funds.  

You may recall that 
96% of the residents 
of the Nicobar Islands 
are Anglicans. We 
have funded dozens 

of small poultry and pig farms, allowing 
those people to continue their livelihood.  
We have bought ambulances for hospi-
tals that lost theirs.  We have repaired or 
replaced boats for many fi shermen.  Th e 
list goes on and on.  
 
Ecologically Sound Activities
 Th e life-saving work will continue 
throughout 2008 and beyond.  We have 
recently partnered with the Centre 
for Environmental Justice to promote 
ecologically sound activities that will 
enhance coastal protection by rebuild-
ing the coastal mangrove green belt.  It 
provides agricultural opportunities for 
many residents, but had been practically 
destroyed by the tsunami. Additionally, 
in 2008, ERD will launch a partnership 
with the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund 
of Sri Lanka to support micro-credit 
initiatives and micro-enterprise develop-
ment.  Th ese partnerships should ensure 
decent livelihoods for many people. 

Join in the Work
  The work ERD does every day in 
over 40 countries is impressive, by any 
standards.  It represents the Episcopal 
Church at its best.  If you would like 
to support our work, send tax-deduct-
ible donations to:  Episcopal Relief and 
Development, PO Box 7058, Merrifi eld, 
VA 22116-7058.  You can learn more 
about ERD by visiting the website, www.
er-d.org.   
 You may reach  Harmon Person, 
the South Carolina ERD contact at  
Hbpjlp2@bellsouth.net.

The Body Visible and Invisible Continued from Page 1

www.dioceseofsc.org/conference
Tools for everyone on your ministry design team.

Church ministry faces ever 
increasing changes,             
challenges, and opportunities.
The Body of faith in the
Diocese of South Carolina is 
blessed  with outstanding 
tools, resources, and changed 
lives.  Come with every mem�
ber of your church ministry 
team.  Expect to be refreshed 
by God’s great love and
inspired to lead current and 
coming generations in Faith.  
Parish teams will take home
practical design ideas just in 
time to form 08�09 strategies. 

2008 Church Business and Leadership Conference

Sunday Evening through Tuesday Lunch, May 4�6
St. Christopher Camp and Conference Center 

By Harmon Person, Diocesan Representative for ERD



Plans Underway for 2008 Diocesan Medical Mission
to the Dominican Republic
By Cheryl Allen, RN, Team Coordinator

Stephen Ministries will present a 
half-day workshop on Saturday, 
March 1 at Saint James, from 9:00 

a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
Neal Schooley, 
D M i n ,  o u r 
workshop pre-
senter will teach 
on Minister-
ing to Those 
Experiencing 
Grief and How 
to Care in a 
Distinctively 
Christian Way.  
He will also give 
an introduction 
to the Stephen 
Series System of 
Lay Caregiving 
Ministry.

Neal 
Schooley, 
Guest 
Speaker

Neal Schooley is 
a Caring Minis-
try Workshop 
Leader and re-
cently retired 
as the Associ-
ate Pastor for 
Pastoral Care 
at Dawson Memorial Baptist Church, 
Birmingham, Alabama, where he served 
1987-2006. He introduced Stephen 
Ministry to Dawson in 1993, and the 
church has utilized Stephen Ministry as 

How to Care in a Distinctively Christian Way
St. James, Charleston, Offers Stephen Ministry Workshop

part of their caring ministry since that 
time. He previously served as a pastor in 
Frankfurt, Germany, and as campus min-

ister at Oklahoma State University. His 
training includes several degrees from 
Southwestern Baptist Th eological Semi-
nary (MDiv and Th M) and Midwestern 
Baptist Th eological Seminary (DMin). In 

addition, he is a political science gradu-
ate from Oklahoma State University. He 
completed four quarters of Clinical Pas-

toral Education at 
Memorial Hospital 
in Houston, Texas.  
Neal and his wife, 
Shirley Schooley, 
have three children 
and 4 grandchil-
dren.  His hobbies 
are woodworking, 
reading and golf.

Registration 
Information

Churches from the 
wider Charleston 
area are invited to 
attend at a cost of 
$15 per person or 
$50 per congrega-
tion (4 or more).
 Th is is a wonder-
ful opportunity for 
you to investigate 
whether God may 
be calling you to this 
ministry.  Th e work-
shop will off er use-
ful tools to anyone 
in caregiving situ-
ations.  Please call 
Saint James church 

office (795-1623) to register; ask for 
Louise Weld if you have questions.

“From Churchgoer to Disciple” 
is a conference that helps 
Christians learn the difference 
between going to church and 
truly following the Lord. Alan 
Hansen of Acts 29 will be 
at Holy Comforter, Sumter, 
SC, on April 20 and 21 to 
conduct this conference.  It is 
free and open to the public. 
For more information contact 
info@holycomforter.net or call 
803-773-3823.
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It seems like yesterday that the fi rst 
medical team to our companion 
diocese of the Dominican Republic 
was being formed by Kay Chitty.  

I wonder at times if Kay realized what 
she’d be starting!
 Over the years we have formed teams 
from members of thirty-one diff erent 
churches within our diocese.  We have 
rejoiced as fi ve of our participating team 
member’s 
h o m e 
churches 
f o r m e d 
their own 
s h o r t -
term Vaca-
tion Bible 
S c h o o l s 
and work 
g r o u p s 
t o  v i s i t 
t h e  D o -
m i n i c a n 
Republic. 
We have 
welcomed 
t e a m 
members 
from two 
o t h e r 
Episcopal Dioceses and consulted with 
churches in fi ve other Episcopal Dioceses 
for the organization of medical mission 
groups.  One story particularly dear to 
me, is of a young lady who went with 
our group several times as a translator. 
She graduates this year from the MUSC 
nursing program.  She told me that going 
with the team to the Dominican Republic 
was why she decided to go into nursing. 
Being a nurse myself, I understand and 
share this passion in caring for people 
and realize the impact a medical mis-

sion trip can have on 
those who participate 
in one. 
 Th is past year saw 
the development of 
a small clinic run by 
Dominicans. It is open 
one day a week in the 
parish of Cristo Salva-
dor. While this clinic is 
somewhat limited (only 
treating hypertension 
and diabetes), it is a 
wonderful example of 
what a partnership be-
tween the host church 
and a mission team 
can produce.  Padre 
Hipolito Sr. came to us 
with a clear vision of 
what his church and lo-
cal barrio needed, what 
resources they could 
provide, and what they 
needed help with.  It 
will be exciting to see 
how this progresses.  I 
fi rmly believe the goal 
of any short-term team 
is to build relationships 
and help the hosting 
church in their needs 
instead of the mission-
aries forcing what they 
think would be best. 
 The 2008 team is 
now half way through 
the planning stages for 
our trip in June.  Th e 
leadership of our team 
continues to pray that 
we will stay focused on the most impor-
tant issue at hand: building relationships 
based on the love of Christ.  If we can 

What Your Community
Can Do 
 Next Steps volunteers need to know 
where to refer Next Steps participants 
in need of help.  The website www.
socialministries.com refers people to 
churches and social ministries in South 
Carolina counties where they can get 
help.  Th e website of Th e United Way 
of the Tricounty Area at www.tuw.
org directs people to social ministries, 
faith-based organizations, secular orga-
nizations, and government offi  ces where 
people can “give or get” help.  Th ese are 
examples of web-based tools that Next 
Steps volunteers can use to fi nd help 
for people in need.  However, if a com-
munity is not fully represented on these 
or similar websites, the community can 
develop a handheld booklet and/or its 
own web-based tool that lists community 
resources, e.g., shelters, food pantries, 
clothes pantries, housing, job training, 
resume writing skills, personal fi nancial 
planning, addiction recovery, etc., to 
which Next Steps volunteers can direct 
Next Steps participants for help.  
 For example, the InterFaith Con-
ference of Metropolitan Washington 
(www.ifcmw.org) has compiled an 
“Emergency Food and Shelter Direc-
tory” see http://www.ifcmw.org/Default.
asp?page=emergency_directory in both 
handheld form and online in coopera-
tion with the Metropolitan Washington 
Council of Governments and the United 
Way of the National Capital Area.  Th e 
Department of Social Ministries is work-
ing with the newly formed Lowcountry 
Interfaith Coalition, Trident United 
Way, and local governments to inspire 
creation of similar directories for the 
tricounty area and other counties in 
South Carolina.  Such tools would be 
extremely helpful for the Next Steps 
volunteers and mentors in their quest to 
assist Next Steps participants to seek the 
resources they need to break the cycle of 
poverty in the inner cities and rural areas 
of South Carolina.

Are You Called to The Next 
Steps Ministry?
 If you would like to become a Next 
Steps volunteer or mentor, please con-
tact Ed Dyckman at 843-367-5647 or at 
edward.dyckman@att.net 

Th e unloading of medical supplies by the diocesan team 
captures the attention of a child from San Francisco de 
Macoris.  

From 
Churchgoer
to Disciple

April 20-21
 Holy Comforter

Sumter

Next Steps
Continued from Page 6

Individuals from

31
churches in the 

diocese have 
particpated

in the diocesan
medical mission.

keep this in focus our medical clinics 
will continue to be successful.  Please 
pray for our team and the people we go 
to serve.



Youth Leaders Serve at National 
Conference, YouthQuake

Have you ever wondered about 
Cursillo?  Cursillo is a “short 
course” in Christianity, oriented 

toward personal renewal, renewal of 
the Church and the 
world. It is designed to 
be a teaching tool for 
further educating us 
about what our “call” is 
as Christians in today’s 
world. The Cursillo 
movement began in 
the Catholic church in 
Spain in 1944, and has 
spread to over 60 coun-
tries on fi ve continents, 
among a number of 
denominations. Over 
3000 people in our dio-
cese have participated 
in a Cursillo weekend, 
and most will tell you 
that it is a life-changing 
experience. It provides 
an opportunity to dis-
cover and experience 
Jesus Christ and to help 
spread His love in the world. Attending 
a Cursillo weekend leads to membership 
in small groups which meet for mutual 
support in prayer, study and action. It 
is supported by Bishop Salmon, Bishop 
Lawrence, and clergy of the diocese, most 
of whom have been to a Cursillo week-
end, and participate in Cursillo events. 
Because of its impact, the weekend is 
an instrument for building leadership 
in the church, enabling individuals to 
deepen their relationships with God. 
Th e weekend is interactive, lively, and 
educational. If you’re interested in learn-

“Just what is this thing called Cursillo?”
By Mary Ann Dunham

Cursillo participants, from left , Sheryl Maddu, Davis 
Maddu and Jane Kiser enjoy a meal at the Ultreya held at 
Church of the Cross, Blufft  on.

ing more, ask around at your church, 
contact your church offi  ce, or go to the 
website www.cursillosc.org. Now, aren’t 
you glad you asked?

Members of our diocesan Youth 
Commission and several of 
our youth ministers served at 

YouthQuake, a national youth confer-
ence hosted by Acts29 Ministries.  Youth 
Commission members Amy McGreevy, 
Rachel Snyder, Walker Dillard, Chris 
Brunson, Chris Burtt, Lauren Wright, 
and Katie Skinner served as “intern,” 
work crews in support of the weekend 
event.  From greeting to directing 
crowds to leading discussion groups, 
these young people worked hard on 
the weekend to help all go smoothly for 

St. Christopher is pleased to announce 
that Jonathan Bennett has been called 

to be our new Summer Camp Director 
beginning in February.  For the past six 
years Jonathan has served as the Senior 
Youth Pastor at Church of the Holy Cross 
on Sullivan’s Island.  Along with his 
extensive parish student ministry experi-
ence Jonathan has served on the Depart-

Jonathan Bennett, St. Christopher’s  
New Summer Camp Director

ment of Youth Ministry’s Advisory Board 
and has led various diocesan youth 
events such as Mondo and Re:generate.  
Jonathan is also helping to pioneer the 
Diocesan Apprenticeship program which 
off ers year-long placements and training 
to college graduates who are discerning 
the call to youth ministry.  
 In addition to heading up summer 

camp, Jonathan will 
serve as coordinator of 
annual diocesan youth 
events (Mondo, Re:gen-
erate, Jesus Weekend, 
EPIC, etc.), several of 
which will be returning 
to St. Christopher.  
 Some of Jonathan’s 
passions are his family 
(his wife, Melissa, and 
daughter, Hannah), mu-
sic (he plays guitar and 
leads worship), sports, 
movies and reading.   
Jonathan brings vision 
along with his love for 
youth and a passion for 
Jesus and scripture.  St. 
Christopher and the 
Diocese will be truly 
blessed by his leadership 
in the years to come!  

Youth Commission members, from left , Rachel Snyder, Anna Schluter, Amy 
McGreevy and Lauren Wright greet arrivals at YouthQuake.

the conference which saw nearly 900 in 
attendance.  Th ree of our youth minis-
ters served in leadership roles as well.  
Oeland Camp, St. Paul’s, Summerville, 
and Rob Schluter, St. John’s, John’s Island, 
led interactive seminars on Saturday 
aft ernoon while Dave Wright, Diocesan 
Coordinator, co-led a seminar for youth 
leaders.  Susie Morrison, St. Michael’s, 
Charleston, served as the MC for the 
weekend.  It was a joy and priviledge 
to share our leadership in an event that 
attracted youth groups from across the 
country. 

Jonathan Bennett, shown with his  wife, Melissa, and 
daughter, Hannah, served as the Senior Youth Pastor at 
Holy Cross, Sullivan’s Island, for six years prior to coming 
to Camp St. Christopher.

Back row, from left : Norman McNair, Joy Hunter, La Quetta Jones, Dave Wright, 
Daron Taylor, Lisa Jones. Front row, Nancy Armstrong, Linda Bunting, Debbie 
Barker, Bishop Salmon, Randy McPahil, Susan Burns and Peter Rothermel.

Upcoming Events
March 29:  Cursillo Diocesan Picnic
Old Santee Canal Park
April 3-6: Cursillo Weekend 151
Mary Ellen Doran, lay rector
April 19:  Diocesan Ultreya TBA
June 26-29: Cursillo Weekend 152
Gene Scarborough, lay rector
July 12: Diocesan Ultreya  TBA

Presiding Bishop 
   Katharine Jefferts Schori

to Visit Diocese February 24-26
Due to the Presiding Bishop’s schedule, 
plans for her visit are still in develop-
ment.  She is scheduled to join us for 
Evensong Sunday, February 24, the time 
and location to be announced.  All are 

welcome.  Come, meet the Presiding 
Bishop, and join in the reception im-
mediately following.  Information about 
her visit will be posted on the diocesan 
website.  Visit www.dioceseofsc.org.
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The Bishop’s Staff; The Bishop’s Salmon

In honor of Bishop Salmon’s 
retirement the diocesan staff 
treated him to lunch at the Swamp 
Fox Restau-
rant in the 

Francis Marion 
Hotel ,  Januar y 
9.  Nancy Arm-
strong, Diocesan 
Administrator/As-
sistant Treasurer 
said, “The entire 
staff  has learned so 
much from Bishop 
Salmon.  He taught 
us how to put our 
mission of serv-
ing the churches into action by being a 
model himself.  We’re looking forward to 
working with Bishop Lawrence, but we 
will certainly miss Bishop Salmon.”

 Near the end of the meal the Restau-
rant’s Chef de Cuisine, Ryan Kacenjar, 
asked the Bishop if he would allow the 

Restaurant the 
honor of renam-
ing  the Bishop’s 
favor ite  dish ,  
“ The Bishop’s 
Salmon,”  “I’d be 
delighted,” was 
the Bishop’s re-
sponse.   Chef 
Kacenjar said of 
Bishop Salmon,  
“For years he has 
been one of our 
greatest support-

ers and one of our most important guests.  
We wish him happiness and good health 
in his retirement.”    Th e Diocesan staff  
echos the sentiment.

PHOTOGRAPH BY NORMAN MCNAIR

Married Couples’
Retreat
Chuck & Becky Owens

Mark your calendar...

August 1-3

PHOTOGRAPH BY SYLVIA WEEKS



We have a pecan tree in our yard.  
Every morning I go out to our pa-

tio and gather 
the little crop 
of nuts that 
h av e  f a l l e n 
o v e r n i g h t .  
No work, just 
pick them up.  
Sometimes I 
get a half dozen 
or so.  Yester-
day, I decided 
to go out into 
the yard and 
look for more.  
It took a little 
more search-
ing; I had to keep my eyes peeled.  But 
when I found one, there were typically 
several more nearby.   In a  short while, 
I had collected enough to bake several 
pies!

Pecan Blessings
By Pam Dickson, St. James Church , James Island

  Aren’t the blessings God sends 
our way like that?  We take the ob-

vious ones for 
granted, maybe 
even delight in 
them.  But if we 
pay attention, 
and ponder the 
many blessings 
He sends our 
way, we become 
aware of the ones 
that aren’t so ob-
vious. Th en our 
hearts soft en and 
unfold in thank-
fulness, as we 
appreciate them 

and perhaps even use them to bless oth-
ers.  And the “sacrifi ce of thanksgiving” 
is one way to “enter into His gates,” one 
way to bless Him.  May we all bless Him 
with thankful hearts.  

had been duly ordained deacon and 
priest and reported that sixty-two of the 
110 diocesan bishops and about the same 
number of Standing Committees had 
consented to his election.
Th e bishop-elect read aloud and then 
signed a statement declaring his belief in 
Holy Scripture as the Word of God and 
promising to conform to the doctrine, 
discipline and worship of the Episcopal 
Church.  After prayers and scripture 
readings, Bishop Alden Hathaway, 
Retired Bishop of Pittsburgh, preached 
powerfully, acknowledging both the cur-
rent diffi  culties in the Episcopal Church 
and the corresponding opportunities 
for ministry God has provided.  He sug-
gested that the claims of some church 
leaders that Jesus is not the only way to 
God, but just one of the ways, has quick-
ened the theological debate and given 
biblical Christians new occasions for 
testimony.  Bishop Hathaway reminded 
South Carolina Episcopalians that Jesus 
didn’t withdraw from opposition, but 
faced it, even at the highest cost. He 
urged the Bishop-elect to attend to his 
own spiritual health, reminding him that 
the greatest need of the Diocese is our 
bishop’s relationship with God.
 Several appointed bishops examined 
the Bishop-elect about his intentions to 
be faithful to his call, and then joined 
their colleagues as they laid hands on 
Mark Lawrence, asking God to “make 

him a bishop in thy Church.”  That 
solemn moment ended with a resound-
ing “Amen” from the congregation. As 
symbols of his new ministry, Bishop 
Lawrence received a Bible, an episcopal 
ring and pectoral cross, a crosier, and 
appropriate episcopal vestments.  At the 
Eucharist, the new Bishop celebrated, at 
one point losing his place in the prayers 
and inquiring out loud, “Now where are 
we?” Th at single moment revealed Mark 
Lawrence’s good-natured humanity 
and instantly relaxed the congregation.  
Aft er so much solemnity, it felt good to 
smile!  
 Th e chill that prevailed at the start 
of the three-hour service gave way 
to the welcome warmth of the Holy 
Spirit as the congregation stood for the 
final hymn and almost drowned out 
the organ and brass quintet.  “Come 
labor on.  Who dares stand idle on the 
harvest plain while all around us waves 
the golden grain?”  Th e mood under 
the refreshment tent in the Cathedral 
close continued to refl ect the glow of a 
real encounter with God.  Some faithful 
Diocesan leaders said, “I’m relieved that 
we fi nally have our new Bishop!” But 
many more seemed eager to forget the 
diffi  culties of the consent process and 
what Bishop Hathaway described as 
the “tortured politics of the Episcopal 
Church” and to focus on the exciting 
prospects for a Diocese and a Bishop 
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The Alpha Course is bearing great 
fruit for the Kingdom of God in 
and around Summerville.  I have 

been involved as an Alpha leader now 
for over 10 years and have seen many 
hundreds go through the course.  What 
we are witnessing at St. 
Paul’s, Summerville, is 
extraordinary in terms of 
seeing Alpha eff ectively 
reach seekers, atheists, 
agnostics and skeptics 
with the Gospel.  In our 
fall ’07 course a young 
man named Chris came 
into my offi  ce and (with 
a rather puzzled look 
on his face) asked me to 
explain to him what was 
going on around here.  
As I began to tell him 
about the Gospel and 
quote from the New Tes-
tament, he asked, in all 
seriousness, “What is the 
New Testament?” A few 

weeks later he 
was converted 
and commit-
ted his life to 
Christ as Lord 
a n d  S av i o r.  
Another Alpha 
participant at 
this same Al-
pha came to 
my group and 
declared him-
self as a “life-

Breaking Through Skepticism
Alpha Course Bears Fruit
By Th e Rev. Doug Gray, Associate Rector, St. Paul’s, Summerville

long atheist and skeptic.”  We found out 
later that he was a former Satanist as 
well.  Fortunately, Jesus broke through 
his skepticism and doubt and now Tom 
is an enthusiastic and joyful follower of 
Christ.  Michelle (pictured at her bap-

tism on the Alpha Holy Spirit Weekend 
at Camp St. Christopher) had a belief 
in God, but was highly skeptical of the 
church and had no real relationship with 
Christ.  Michelle came into a relationship 
with Christ while on the fall ’07 Alpha 
and demonstrated that commitment 
publicly with her baptism off  the coast of 
Seabrook Island.  Alpha continues to be 
one of the best and most eff ective ways 
that I know of to present the Gospel in a 
package that contemporary people can 
relate to and understand. 

Th e Rev. Dr. Tabitha (her full name is 
ommitted from the on-line version of the 
article) was born in China, grew up in 
Taiwan and taught elementary school 
before coming to the United States in 
1977.  In 1978, she visited the Episcopal 
Church of St. John the Evangelist in 
Duxbury, Massachusetts, where she was 
later baptized with her two daughters 
Rachel and Rossanna.  
In an earth-shattering 
vision in 1986, God called 
her to minister to people 
in China. She responded 
with an unqualifi ed “yes” 
and made an unreserved 
commitment to Jesus. 
She quit her computer 
programmer’s job to start 
at Episcopal Divinity 
School in 1992, and also 
began fi eld research work 
in China in 1993-1994.  Tabitha met 
Rick and Ann Belser, and through that 
relationship, both St. Michael’s Church 
and the Diocese of South Carolina 
sponsored Tabitha for ordination at St. 
Michael’s in 2002.  Her ministry has 
continued in China under the auspices 
of Anglican Frontier Missions since 1994. 
Beginning in 2008, Tabitha will continue 
her work and ministry in China with To 
Th e Nations Fellowship, Canada.

The year 2007 was a fruitful and 
busy one.   In my 14 years of min-
istry in China, this was the fi rst 

year I had an opportunity to participate 
in a full range of ministry, from funer-
als, burials, and baptisms to teaching in 
Bible schools, leading a church’s Bible 
study, and conducting a weekly refl ec-
tion/prayer time with a ministerial group 
of drug rehabilitation and HIV/AIDS 
prevention workers.  I also continued 
on-going counseling/spiritual forma-
tion with a few individuals and small 
groups.  
 Th is year, the team from Falls Church, 
Virginia, taught in a downtown Bible 
School and ministered to the leaders 

of a heroin addict rehabilitation and 
HIV/AIDS prevention program. Th ey  
also visited minority churches along the 
way.  I was able to get to know and work 
with a few visitors from Singapore and 
Canada.  
 All of this was accomplished  with 
help of the local church leaders.  One of 
these is the son of a late Anglican priest 
whom I have known for a long time.  For 

his birthday in 2007, he in-
vited his siblings and their 
families to get together 
and expressed his wish 
for all of them to come 
to Christ.  I later baptized 
four members of his fam-
ily.  Th ey were estranged 
from the church because 
of the abuse they suff ered 
due to their father’s reli-
gious status.  Th eir father 
died in prison in 1969, and 
they were told to forget 

him.  No remains or grave were ever 
found.  I donned my clerical garment 
– identical to the late Reverend’s – and 
expressed my hope for the reconciliation 
with God for some of the hurting fam-
ily.  
 Please consider supporting the minis-
tries in this area of the world by commit-
ting one percent of your annual budget 
for a mission project.  Your church could 
adopt a Bible School, support a Bible 
School student, aid in the production 
of a sign language hymnal, donate a 
camcorder to record a signed (hearing-
impaired) choir, support the training of 
hearing impaired ministers, or give to the 
downtown HIV/AIDS ministerial team.   
Anything you can do will be greatly ap-
preciated!  China has so many needs!

At Tabitha’s request, and in an eff ort to 
protect her privacy, we are not printing 
either her full name, or her photograph in 
the on-line version of this article.  

Ministry in China  

PHOTOGRAPH BY THE REV. LOUISE WELD
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Prior to Alpha, Michelle Culver had a belief in God, but was highly skeptical of the 
Church and had no relationship with Christ.  Th e Rev. Doug Gray is preparing her 
for baptism.  

Assisted by Todd Beson, right, Doug Gray prepares to 
baptize Michelle Culver.

Please consider
supporting the 
ministry in this

area of the world.
China has

so many needs!

Reported by Tabitha 



A home for Th e Barrier Island 
Free Medical Clinic, Inc. 
has been identified at 3226 
Maybank Highway on John’s 

Island. According to Hester Allison, 
executive director of the free clinic, 
“renovation is underway, and the Clinic 
will be open for patients by the end of 
March, 2008. ” Among the partners for 
the Barrier Islands Free Medical Clinic 
are Roper St. 
Francis Health-
care, the Duke 
E n d o w m e n t 
Fo u n d at i o n , 
the  Town of 
Kiawah Island, 
and the South 
Carolina Asso-
ciation of Free 
Medical Clin-
ics, the Kiawah 
Development 
Partners, the 
Coastal Com-
munity Founda-
tion, Blue-Cross 
B lu e - S h i e l d , 
Kiawah-S e a-
brook Exchange 
Club and the 
C h a r l e s t o n 
County Medi-
cal Society.     
 Th e concept 
of a free medi-
cal clinic was 
formed and im-
plemented by 
Kiawah Island 
resident Dr. Ar-
thur Booth and John’s Island resident Dr. 
Charlie Davis, parishioners at Church of 
Our Saviour and St. John’s Parish Church, 
respectively. Both retired physicians, Dr. 
Booth and Dr. Davis created the clinic as 
a way to help their neighbors who are less 
fortunate.

Serving the Underserved
 Th e mission of the BIFMC is to un-
derstand and serve the health and well-
ness needs of the medically underserved 
and their households who live or work 
on John’s and Wadmalaw Islands.  Th e 
vision statement for the clinic can be 
found in Matthew 25:40: “Whatever you 
have done to the least of these, you have 

done unto Me.” 
 Over the past 
two years, Allison 
and the clinic’s 
Board of Direc-
tors have become 
excited to see the 
goal becoming a 
reality. Th e Barrier 
Islands Free Medi-
cal Clinic, Inc. is a 
legal corporation 
with a 501c(3) sta-
tus.   

Dr. Carolyn 
Wong-
Simkins 
to Serve 
as Medical 
Director

  T he  t a l e nt 
and time of Dr. 
Carolyn Wong-
Simpkins have 
been secured, 
and she serves as 
the Clinic medi-
cal director.  Dr. 

Simpkins is an honors graduate of 
Duke, Stanford, and Johns Hopkins 
Universities and has a passion to serve 
the people of John’s and Wadmalaw 
Islands.  

Fund Raising Opportunties
 Funds to support the Clinic have been 
raised through grants, private donations 
and local churches.  Additionally, the 
First Annual Lowcountry Wine Festi-
val held at Freshfi elds earlier this year 
generated $28,000. Th e Second Annual 
Lowcountry Wine Festival will be held 
again at Fresh Fields on August 30, 2008. 
Th e Clinic gala event for 2008 will be a 
celebrity golf tournament scheduled for 
May 19, 2008, which will be held at the 
River Course on Kiawah. Sponsorships 
are available for the golf tournament, and 
applications can be downloaded from 
our website at www.bifmc.com.    

Creating a Culture of Caring   
  “Th e ‘Culture of Caring’ will be the 
heart and soul of our clinic,” says Alli-

son.  “and those in need will 
be treated with 

r e s p e c t 
a s  w e 
b e c o m e 
their ‘Med-
ical Home.’”  

We seek to heal not only physical ill-
nesses, but also the injury caused by 
bias, prejudice and indiff erence. Policies 
and procedures for implementing and 
maintaining the ‘Culture of Caring’ have 
been established and are a required com-
ponent of the Volunteers in Medicine 
Clinics.” 
 In this spirit of caring, many profes-
sionals and retired professionals are 
volunteering their time and talents to 
serve the Clinic, Allison adds, “Th ose 
who come to our clinic are good people 
in need of help. Surviving on limited re-
sources, they oft en exhibit great courage 
simply trying to get through each day.”  
Now every person who lives or works 

on Wadmalaw and 

By Peggy Pye, Executive Director, Canterbury House

Canterbury House, your 
aff ordable senior living 
community has a lim-

ited number of effi  ciency apart-
ments available to qualifi ed se-
niors.  What makes Canterbury 
House one of the most sought 

after locations in downtown 
Charleston?  It is a wonderfully 
diverse community off ering the 
following supportive services 
and amenities:  24-hour security 
(emergency pull-cord system/
surveillance cameras/profes-
sional evening security guard), 
transportation provided by the 
Canterbury House bus, a full ac-
tivity program, interdenomina-

tional worship services, an Epis-
copal deacon who serves as our 
chaplain, and a comprehensive 
Wellness Program staff ed by an 
RN and social worker.   Physi-
cal and occupational therapy 
are available on site and a pre-
scription assistance program is 
made possible due to donations.  
Canterbury House also has a 
strong affi  liation with MUSC, 
serving as a training site for 
medical, nursing, pharmacy and 
physician assistant students.  A 
cafeteria, well-stocked library, 
beauty shop, computer lab and 
in-house thrift  shop complete 
the amenities. 
 To reside at Canterbury 
House, there are only three cri-
teria for admission:  you must 
be 62 years or older, your annual 
income cannot exceed $31,550 
and you must be able to live 
independently.  
 Effi  ciency apartments cur-
rently rent for $361 per month 
including utilities (electricity, 
water and sewer).  Kitchens are 
furnished with refrigerators and 
stoves.  For more information, 
please call Jim Surgeon, Prop-
erty Manager or Peggy Pye at 
843-723-5553.

Openings at Charleston’s 
Affordable, Downtown 
Senior Living Community

In January Bishop Salmon 
met with the network of 
youth ministers called Fu-

sion.  “Bishop Salmon’s vision 
for growing healthy vibrant 
congregations included that 
of hiring youth ministers in as 

Shown above, Back row:   Dave Wright, Jamie Sosnowski (Good Shepherd, Charleston), Ty Griffi  n 
(All Saints, Florence), Timothy Rutherford (Holy Comforter, Sumter), Philip Holladay (Trinity, 
Pinopolis), Oeland Camp (St Paul’s, Summerville) Jim Zaher (Christ Church, Mount Pleasant), 
Darrin Owens (Christ, St Paul’s, Yonges Island), Matt Lewis (St Paul’s, Summerville) Jonny Keyes 
(Holy Cross, Sullivan’s island).  

Front row:  Jonathan Bennett (Holy Cross, Sullivan’s island), Sarah Craven (St George’s, Summerville) 
Michael McIntyre (St James, James Island), Susie Morrison (St Michael’s, Charleston) Bishop Salmon, 
Will Kulseth (Holy Cross, Sullivan’s Island), Rob Schluter (St John’s, Johns Island), Tim Evans (West 
Shore, Charleston), Kelly Edge (St Matthew’s, Fort Mott).

many parishes as could sustain 
one,” said, Dave Wright, Di-
ocesan Coordinator for Youth 
Ministries.  “His vision and 
faithfulness to the Gospel has 
been a blessing to countless 
young people over the past two 

Youth Ministry Fusion
decades!  At the Fusion meet-
ing we had an opportunity to 
thank him for his vision and 
faithfulness.”

Jubilate Deo, February-March 2008, Page 14

Continued Page 15

Barrier Island Free Medical Clinic to Open March, 2008

Are you a 
retired

health-care
worker?

Presently in the U.S., there are 160,000 
retired physicians, 350,000 retired 
nurses, and 40,000 retired dentists.
     Many are looking for a meaningful 
way to spend their retirement. Not only 
do many retired medical professionals 
still want to practice, they need to 
practice. Serving those in need is as 
therapeutic for the caregiver as it is for 
the care recipient. The Clinic will be 
staffed by volunteer retired physicians, 
nurses, and lay people. Though many 
have come forward to offer their time and 
talents, the Barrier Islands Free Medical 
Clinic is still in need of volunteers for both 
medical and non-medical services.  

Canterbury House
is one of
the most

sought-after
locations in 
downtown
Charleston!



John’s Island will have easy access to 
health care, and the best part is that it 
was accomplished using an untapped 
resource of retired medical professional. 
Over 80 million Americans were without 
health insurance for all or part of 2006 
and 2007. Th at is approximately one in 
three individuals. 
 No community can be truly healthy 
if a signifi cant portion of the popula-
tion is excluded from basic health care 
services. In the absence of a national 
health-care policy that includes health 
care for everyone, concerned citizens 
need to fi nd other ways to provide the 
medically underserved with the health 
care services they need. As Allison as-
serts, “Sick people can’t wait!”
  Census data for South Carolina re-
fl ects an alarming trend: approximately 
198,900 of the state’s residents were living 
at or below federal poverty guidelines. Of 

these residents, 21% did not qualify for 
medical benefi ts. Among this population 
of people, chronic diseases have greater 
prevalence.  
 Th e BIFMC’s board members ask that 
you consider doing three things toward 
the progress and success of the Clinic: 
keep the Clinic in your prayers, fi nan-
cially support the clinic with a donation, 
and become a volunteer. Donations can 
be sent to BIFMC at 3226 Maybank 
Highway, (Suite A)John’s Island S.C. 
29455. 
 If you would like to volunteer, please 
write Hester Allison at bifmc@hotmail.
com or call her at (843) 810-3333. For 
further information, including updates 
on the progress of the Clinic, please visit 
the Clinic website at www.bifmc.com.  

Daughters of the King, St. Philip’s, Charleston 

A celebratory luncheon followed the 
admittance of the newest chapter of 
the Daughters 
of the King.  At 
left  are the mem-
bers of the Saint 
Monica chapter 
at St.  Philip’s:  
Back row, from 
left: Ann Har-
rington, Liz Marr, 
Sally Fine, Elaine 
Pendarvis, and 
Mara Brockbank.  
Also pictured, 
front row are: 
Katerina Proto-
papa, mother of 
President Mara Brockbank and Mary 
Middleton, a member of the Daugh-
ters of the King at St. Mary’s Episcopal 

Church in Columbia, SC and mother of 
our member Liz Marr.

The Daughters will hold their Spring 
Retreat at Camp St. Christopher from 
March 28 to 30.
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Bishop Gadsden Welcomes a Visit from St. Nicholas!
By Kimberly M. Farfone, Director of Development & Public Relations

Continued from page14
Barrier Island Free Medical Clinic

“We plan on being open by the end of March, and are absolutely thrilled to provide 
this service for the residents of John’s and Wadmalaw Islands,” says  Hester Allison, 
Director of the Program, shown in front of the clinic.

The Church of The Cross, 110 Calhoun Street, Bluffton, SC
8:30 a.m. Registration and Breakfast 
9:00 a.m. Program, Morning Prayer, and Communion
Noon Lunch ($6.00)
Father Terrence Lee, DOK Chaplain, will lead the meditations.
Please RSVP by Friday, February 15, 2008 to Connie Blain at 843-682-3688.

Saturday, February 23

The Daughters of the King invite you to 

Bishop Skilton, dressed as St. Nicholas, enjoyed sharing the legend and lore surrounding his origin 
with Bishop Gadsden resident Dorothy Huff .

Bishop Gadsden was founded 
in 1850 and is located on James 
Island.  The only non-profit, 
church sponsored LIFE CARE 
retirement community in South 
Carolina, Bishop Gadsden’s 
state-of-the art facility ranks 
with the best in the Southeast 
and is recognized nationally for 
its architectural design and com-
munity service commitment.

A Day
of

Refl ection

A
Quiet 

Day

Bishop Gadsden offi  cially wel-
comed the Christmas season 
with a visit from St. Nicholas, 
himself, on his Feast Day, De-

cember 6.
 Bishop William Skilton, dressed 
in traditional robes, served as our St. 
Nicholas.  He greeted all the residents of 
the Bishop Gadsden Community starting 
in Myers Hall, our assisted living facility.  

He proceeded to see our skilled nurs-
ing residents in Cloister Read and our 
memory care residents in Arcadia Close.  
His last stop was with our independent 
residents in the Gussenhoven Living 
Room.  At each location, St. Nicholas 
was proud to tell of the legend and lore 
that surrounded his origin, and he per-
sonally gave each resident a candy cane 
reminiscent of a shepherd’s hook or the 
traditional staff  which he carried.  
 One resident, Chilton Johnson, kept 
St. Nicholas on his toes with her quick 

witted questions, and 
she was one of the fi rst 
to guess who was play-
ing St. Nicholas.
 One of the more 
interesting stories St. 
Nicholas told related 
to his desire to help 
children and families 
who were in need.  One 
way he did that, was to 
toss bags of coins into 
their homes at night, 
so the families would 
not know who was re-
sponsible for the gift.   
Sometimes the coins 
would land in the socks 
and stockings that were 
hanging on the fire-
place drying – thus 
began the reason why 
Christmas stockings 
are traditionally hung 
by the fi replace.  While 
St. Nicholas is not Santa 
Claus, he is attributed 
with the origin of Santa 
and why he loves chil-
dren so much. 
 Th e visit was a fi rst 
for Bishop Gadsden 
and the residents and 
we hope that the tradi-
tion can cont        inue for years to come.  
We would like to thank Bishop Skilton 
for his willingness to share in the Feast 
of St. Nicholas!



The Church of the Epiphany is 
located in Eutawville, a small 
community on the tip of Lake 
Marion near Santee.  Th e Rec-

tor is the Reverend John Scott.
 When I arrived 
on Saturday, No-
vember 10, I was 
welcomed with 
open arms.  I even 
got to help set up 
the altar.  About 
twenty people at-
tended the 6 p.m. 
Saturday evening 
service.  On Sun-
day nearly 50 at-
tended the 9:30 
a.m. service. The 
first statement in 
the bulletin, which 
helped prepare 
worshippers was, 
“Please be silent 
once the Prelude 
begins in order to 
prayerfully prepare 
for the service.  Af-
ter each reading, 
Father John dis-
cussed the scrip-
tures.   
 O n e  o f  t h e 
amazing things 
about Church of 
the Epiphany is 
that almost all of 
their 120 parishioners are involved in 
multiple ministries.  My hostess, the 
President of the ECW, Cora Obrochta, 
also serves as a lay reader, a greeter and 
a member of the Altar Guild.
 For a small parish, their outreach is 
impressive.  Th e ECW supports St. John’s 
church in Charleston.  Th ey have a bake-
less bake sale, where, rather than baking 
goods, they donate funds.  Th ey support 
Hebron Grace, a wayward home for girls 
and a Community Christian Center.  A 
workshop was held for youth leaders, 
churches, etc., for Safeguarding God’s 
Children.
  Th e fi rst Rocks Church was built in 
1804. Th en in 1849, the chapel for the 
church of the Epiphany was added.  In 
1880, a chancel and vestry room was 
constructed.  A great change came about 
in 1938-1942 when the Santee Cooper 
project left  the Rocks Church and its old 
cemetery on an island in Lake Marion.  
Because it was being vandalized, the 
old church was deconsecrated and torn 
down in 1954, and a monument erected 
on its site.  In 1949, Epiphany Chapel was 

consecrated. “Th e Vestry,” an auxiliary 
building was added in 1985.  In 2000, 
the Ministry Center was added.  Many 
fi nd it hard to believe that a span of 151 
years separate the two buildings.

  The Rec-
tory next to 
the church 
was built in 
the  1830 ’s 
and restored 
i n  1 9 8 3 .  
The Parish 
House across 
the road is 
o w n e d  b y 
the church 
but  leased 
out for a Tea 
Room.
  O v e r a l l , 
my visit to 
the Church 
of the Epiph-
any was over-
whelming.  I 
felt especial-
ly welcomed 
by a notice 
in the bul-
letin which 
re a d ,  “We 
are pleased 
to welcome 
i n t o  o u r 
midst today, 
a very spe-

cial guest, in the person of  Mrs. Sylvia 
Weeks, a reporter for the Jubilate Deo,
the newspaper of the Diocese of South 
Carolina.  As Bishop Salmon announced 
at the last Diocesan Convention, Sylvia 
is spending the year visiting the various 
churches across the Diocese to report 
on the beauty and richness of our South 
Carolina Anglican traditions, as refl ected 
in the lives of the various Families of 
Faith in our Diocese.  Please introduce 
yourself to Sylvia and make her feel wel-
come.”
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Old St. Andrew’s 
Church
Charleston
March 31-April 12

The annual Old St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church Tea Room 
and Gift Shop, the oldest 
consecutively running Tea 
Room in the Lowcountry,  
will be held March 31 – April 12, 2008.  
Lunch is served Monday – Saturday 
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. featuring 
low country favorites:  she-crab and 
okra soup, chicken salad plate, chicken 
salad and shrimp paste sandwiches 
and our famous homemade desserts.  
Th e unique gift  shop features beautiful 
handmade items and jam, jellies, pickles 
and other delectable food items.  Old 
St. Andrew’s Church is located at 2604 
Ashley River Road in Charleston.  Call 
the church offi  ce at (843) 766-1541 for 
group reservations.

Tea Rooms and Gift Shops

St. Paul’s, Summerville
April 7-18
St. Paul’s Tea Room and Gift  Shop will 
be serving lunch and homemade desserts 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. each day except 
Sunday. Handmade jewelry, craft s and 
art will be sold in the gift  shop.  Take-out 
orders will be available from 9:30 to 11 
a.m.  For more information, visit www.
StPaulsSummerville.org.  Reservations 
are requested for groups of eight or 
more.  (843) 873-1991.  St. Paul’s Church 
is located at 316 West Carolina Avenue 
in Summerville.

Consecration
Thank You
While it may be impossible 
to list the names of everyone 
who assisted in making the 
Consecration of Mark Law-
rence the wonderful event 
that it was, we will make an 
attempt in the next issue.  If you 
helped in any way, but think 
we may not have your name, 
please e-mail Kester Heaton at 
offi  ce@stlukeandstpaul.org.

Th e Reverend John Scott serves as Rector of the 
Church of the Epiphany, Eutawville.

The UTO has just published their new 
vision statement:  We will signifi -

cantly impact the lives of women and 
children because 
of Christ’s love.
  “To achieve 
this vision we will 
focus particularly 
on projects that 
implement sig-
nificant change 
towards allevi-
ating profound 
human suff ering 
that the Millen-
nium Develop-
ment Goals ad-
dress. Our work 
will directly im-
pact the lives of 
women and children.
  UTO will continue our historic mis-
sion to address compelling human need 
and expand the mission and ministry of 
the church.
  Our new vision will be refl ected in the 
2009 UTO grant criteria and awards.”
 Please encourage everyone to use 
his/her ‘blue box’; it’s a terrifi c New Year’s 
resolution! 

United 
Thank 
Offering

UTO
Releases 
New Vision Statement

PHOTOGRAH BY SYLVIA WEEKS

61st Annual Plantation Tours

Th e Women of Prince George, Winyah 
Parish in Georgetown will host their 
popular Plantation Tours April 4-5. Visit 
their website, www.pgwinyah.org for 
more information.

February
16   Allison Lawrence, Guest Speaker, ECW, Cathedral, Chas.
22-24  Christian Men’s Conference, Camp St. Christopher
23   DOK Quiet Day, Church of the Cross, Bluffton
24   Presiding Bishop Joins Us for Evensong and Reception
29   Jesus Weekend (Through Mar. 2) 

March
19-30  St. Paul’s, Summerville, Tea Room
28-30  Daughters of the King, Spring Retreat, Camp St. Christopher
31-4/12 Old St. Andrew’s, Charleston, Tea Room

April
4-5  Prince George, Winyah,  Plantation Tours

Church of the Epiphany, Eutawville

The 
UTO will 

significantly
impact the

lives of 
women and 

children
because of 

Christ’s love.

A Visitor’s Point of View

By Sylvia Weeks

Copy Editor’s Note:  Th is 
issue of the Jubilate Deo is 
arriving several weeks 
later than usual, because 
we delayed production 
in order to include news 
on the Consecration.  
We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may 
have caused.

Allison Lawrence, wife of Bishop Lawrence, will be 
the keynote speaker for the Charleston/Charleston 
West Deanery Meeting of South Carolina Episcopal 
Church Women, Saturday, February 16.  Th e group 
will meet at 10:00 a.m. at Th e Cathedral Church of 
St. Luke and St. Paul in Charleston.  Registration will 
begin at 9:30.

Allison Lawrence
to Speak at ECW Gathering 
FEBRUARY 16


